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ASSOCIATION OF FREE LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS Report of the Budget Analysis Committee

Mr. Alan Twedt, Portland, ND
Report of the Nominating Committee, always in order

June 14-17, 2011 Nominations for the Missions, Schools and ARC Corporations

ABIDING SAVIOR AND LIVING WORD LUTHERAN
SIOUX FALLS, SD 11:30 a.m
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Conference Theme: "Generations Walking Together"

Conference Text: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 12:00 noon
Builder’s Fellowship Luncheon
TUESDAY, JUNE 14 Chaplain’s Luncheon (Institutional, military, police and fire)
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assignments. Report of Credentials Committee
Election Procedures
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The opening service of the AFLC Conference with Communion Vice President - 1 year term
Leaders: Rev. Kirk Flaa & Rev. Wade Mobley, Sioux Falls, SD Secretary - 1 year term
Speaker: Dr. H.B. London Jr. — Focus on the Family Selection of nominees to the: (5 yr term unless specified)
AFLC President Elden Nelson will open the conference and appoint neces- Home Mission Committee - 1 Pastor;
sary committees. Bay Broadcasting Board - 1 lay term (3 yr);
FLAPS Board — 1 Pastor & 1 lay term;
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 World Mission Committee - 1 lay term;

Board of Trustees - 1 pastor; & 1 lay term
ARC Board - 1 lay term;
Report of Committee #1 (Administration)
Report of Nominating Committee
Election of nominees to the Co-ordinating Committee - 1 Pastor & 1 lay term

9:00 a.m.
Devotions - Seminarian, David Franz, Radcliffe, 1A
Report of the Credentials Committee

Adoption of the 2011 Conference Agenda Election of Committee #1 for the 2012 Conference
Approval of (previous year) 2010 Annual Conference Report
Election of Nominating Committee for the 2012 Conference 5:30 p.m

The President’'s Report
Report of the Chairman of the Co-ordinating Committee
Rev. Timothy Skramstad, Eagan, MN

Schools Corporation Annual Dinner Meeting

Report of the Chairman of the AFLC Foundation 7:00 p.m.
Mr. Kevin O’'Neil, Marshall, MN The Mission Festival Service conducted by Women’s Missionary Federation,
Reports of Chaplaincy Ministries Speaker: Rev. Jonathon Abel, AFLC Missionary to Brazil

Rev. Kerwin Sletto, Grand Forks, ND - Institutional
Rev. Mark Antal, Park River, ND - Military
Report of the Director of the ARC
Mr. Pat Flanders, Osceola, WI
Report - AFLC Financial
Mr. Cory Buck, New Hope, MN



THURSDAY, JUNE 16

7:00 a.m.
Mission Corporation Annual Breakfast Meeting

9:00 a.m.
Devotions - Seminarian, Ryan Mairs, Minneapolis, MN
Report of the Credentials Committee
Report of the Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Dr. Dan Mundfrom, Las Cruces, NM
Report of the Dean of the Seminary
Dr. Francis Monseth, Rogers, MN
Report of the Dean of the Bible School
Rev. Joel Rolf, Plymouth, MN
Report of Committee #2 (Schools)
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The ARC Corporation Annual Meeting
Partners in Mission Outreach Annual Meeting

1:30 p.m.

Devotions - Rev. Joel Walde, Dillon, MT

Report of the Credentials Committee

Report of the Chairman of the World Mission Committee
Rev. Craig Wentzel, Edmore, ND

Report of the Director of World Missions
Rev. Del Palmer, Shakopee, MN
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Mr. Ken Sletten, Duluth, MN
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Rev. Richard Long, Arlington, WA
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Rev. Paul Nash, Brooklyn Park, MN

Report of FLAPS Executive Director
Mr. Lavon Bohling, Golden Valley, MN

Report of WMF President
Mrs. Lorilee Mundfrom, Eugene, OR

Report of the Chairman of the Commission on Evangelism

Rev. Tim Johnson, Pipestone, MN
Report of the Director of Evangelism

Rev. James Rasmussen, Maple Grove, MN
Report of Committee #3 (Missions and Evangelism)
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Report of the Mission Corporation Annual Meeting

Report of Nominating Committee

Nominations of member to the Commission on Evangelism - 1 Pastor;
Election of Committee #3 for the 2012 Conference

5:30 p.m.
Pastor’s Banquet, Speaker: Pastor Brent Olson, Minneapolis, MN

7:00 p.m.
Laymen’s Service, Leader: Mr. Mike McCarlson Webster, SD;
Speaker: Mr. Maurice Bueber, Tripp, SD

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

7:00 a.m.
FLAPS Annual Breakfast Meeting

9:00 a.m.
Devotions - Rev. John Kiehl, Metropolis, IL
Report of Credentials Committee
Report of the Chairman of the Board of Publications and Parish Ed
Rev. John Mundfrom, Eugene, OR
Report of the Director of Parish Education
Mrs. Marian Christopherson, Crystal, MN
Report of the Chairman of the Youth Board
Rev. Mark Johnson, Dalton, MN
Report of the President of the Free Lutheran Youth
Mr. Daniel Keinanen, Onalaska, WI
Report of Youth Ministries Director
Rev. Jason Holt, St. Michael, MN
Report of Committee #4 (Publications, Parish Education And Youth Work)
Report of Nominating Committee
Nominations of member to the Board of Publications and Parish Ed - 1 Pastor;
Nominations of member to the Youth Board - 1 lay term;
Election of Committee #4 for the 2012 Conference

11:30 a.m.
Prayer Hour Leader: Rev. David Nelson, Ontonagon, Ml

12:00 noon
AFLC Foundation Lunch

1:30 p.m.
Devotions - Seminarian William Kireri, Jinja, Uganda
Report of the Credentials Committee
Report of the Chairman of the Stewardship Board
Rev. Greg Schram, Thief River Falls, MN



Report of the Chairman of the Benefits Board
Mr. Jordan Volk, Brandon, SD
Report of Committee #5 (Stewardship and Benefits Board)
Report of Nominating Committee
Nominations of member to the Stewardship Board - 1 lay term
Nominations of member to the Benefits Board - 1 Pastor; & 1 lay term (1 yr)
Election of Committee #5 for the 2012 conference
Report of the chairman of the Colloquy Committee
Rev. Dennis Gray, Newfolden, MN
Election of Colloquy Committee for the 2012 Conference
Report of special committees
Election of Budget Analysis Committee — 2 lay terms
Report of Committee #1 as the Committee on General Resolutions
Other Reports

7:30 p.m.

Ordination/Closing Service
Service Leader: Rev. Del Palmer, Shakopee, MN
Service Speaker: Rev. Peter Franz, Maple Grove, MN

Conference Committee:
Rev. Elden Nelson, President
Rev. Brian Davidson, Secretary

THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

To the annual conference of the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations gathered at Sioux Falls, SD, June 14-17, 2011- Grace
and Peace.

It is a special joy for us to be meeting in South Dakota again. To the
Abiding Savior and Living Word congregations and their pastors, Rev.
Kirk Flaa and Rev. Wade Mobley we say thank you for your hospitality
and all you have done to make our time comfortable and enjoyable for us
and profitable for the Kingdom.

The theme of this conference is taken from that familiar passage in
Deuteronomy chapter six. This text creates in my mind a beautiful picture
as it focuses on the great command to “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul and with all your strength,” and then sets
forth the admonition to teach that command to our children and grand-
children. It is a 24-7 task. The outcome of keeping those commands is
the reward of God'’s blessing (v. 18) and His righteousness (v. 25)-

A question that comes to my mind is “how well have | personally carried
out the teaching of that command and how well have | walked, worked
and cooperated with those of both older and younger generations in pro-
claiming it?” We live in a society that doesn’t always give much thought
or consideration to the needs, thoughts or concerns of others, especially
in the area of teaching with a living example of Love for the Mighty God
of this universe. Romans 10:14 asks the question “How?” “How shall
they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear
without a preacher?” Yes, we have been entrusted with great responsi-
bility. From this text it is clear that such responsibility falls squarely upon
the shoulders of parents within the home, but it falls also upon the church,
the body of Christ. The great commission commands us to go to all
nations with His life giving message and example. The second question
that comes to my mind is “how well have we as an AFLC carried through
with our teaching so as to increase knowledge of Him and to encourage
people of all ages to “seek Him while He may be found and to call upon
Him while He is near?”

It is my privilege and responsibility to report to you as a conference in a
general way the progress of our work as an AFLC, and thus help us to
honestly answer the two questions raised in the previous paragraph.
There will be some specific details within this report as well. Let me say
at this point that there have been disappointments and great challenges
along the path of the year past, but there have also been great joys and
blessings, and from my perspective the joys and blessings far out num-
ber and out weigh the disappointments and challenges. Because our
God is faithful we can not fail; in Him we are victorious and we have expe-
rienced His blessing and success. However we do realize that there is
always room for a stronger effort to make Him known to friends, family,
neighbors and strangers that we meet along the path of each New Year.
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As we walk together with other generations we leave footprints in the
sands of time. Let us look back over the year past and quickly retrace our
steps, and then take a look at where we sense God'’s leading for the
remainder of this year and into 2012.

THE FOOT PRINT OF HIS WORD

The inerrant, inspired and infallible Word leaves its mark wherever it is
honored as His and His alone. God’s Word is not subject to the forces,
arguments and interpretations of any man. It stands alone as the only
authority in all matters of faith and life. It has been my privilege in this past
year to visit in many congregations that are debating and deciding as to
their church affiliation. My goal in the informational meetings held has
always been to share the work and ministry of the AFLC and thus seek to
help these congregations make decisions about their future that are in
accord with God’s will for them. Some get it and some don't.

Two issues most often raised and questioned are the ordination of gays
and the ordination of women. Most that | have met are quite convinced
that according to the Word the ordination of gays is not an acceptable
practice. However, when it comes to the ordination of women many take
a position of tolerance and agreement with that practice based on reason
and experience but not squarely upon the Word of God. One individual
said to me “if you would relax your position on the matter of ordaining
women, you would have a lot more congregations becoming a part of the
AFLC.” Dare we compromise our convictions and/or the Word of God for
greater numbers? Indeed not. We must allow the foot print of His Word
to mark our personal lives as well as the life and ministry of our church
It is that sure foundation upon which we build.

FOOTPRINTS OF MINISTRY

Moved by a scriptural understanding of what Christ said when He spoke
to His disciples saying “All authority has been given to me on heaven and
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that | have commanded you, and lo, | am with
you always, even to the end of the age,” the AFLC continues to expand.
With over 45,000 members in various congregations located in some 26
states, the work is being carried on for that of the AFLC through; Home
and World Missions, Ambassador Institute, FLAPS, The Lutheran
Ambassador, Seminary and Bible School, Association Retreat Center,
AFLC Foundation, Youth Ministries, Women’s Missionary Federation,
Institutional and Military Chaplaincy, Commission on Evangelism,
Publication and Parish Education, Stewardship, Benefits Board, Partners
in Mission, Director of Development and the Coordinating Committee.
That’s a lot of footprints laid down in the course of a year. Were it not for
the powerful work of the Holy Spirit giving direction and unction to our
Father’s work our footprints would have little meaning and certainly not
any real eternal value. Different people with very different responsibili-

7

ties under the guidance of the Holy Spirit walking together with a com-
mon task of making disciples of men, women and children gives honor
to Him that has called us and sent us to advance and expand His
Kingdom. It is to our God and Father that we give thanks, praise and ado-
ration for what He is doing in us and through us. May the footprints of the
ministries which He has opened to us bring forth the fruit He so desires.
Each of the above mentioned departments will provide us with reports for
the various ministries marching under the banner of the AFLC.

FOOTPRINTS OF EDUCATION

Biblical Education is making an indelible mark on all generations of the
AFLC. | have personally witnessed the results of solid biblical teaching
to children in AFLC homes were | have visited. It was a special joy while
visiting in one of our AFLC congregations recently to do the children’s les-
son during the worship service and realize the high level of understand-
ing those boys and girls had concerning the bible and scriptural principles
and lessons. | inquired of the pastor and was told that their congregation
makes use of the Ambassador Sunday School materials. The children’s
understanding indicates that they were not only receiving the Word in
Sunday School, but they were receiving it in their homes. | also noticed
that in that same congregation there were a number of AFLBS graduates
who are parents to many of these children. That speaks to me of AFLBS
doing a good job of teaching His Word and these parents in turn teaching
the wonderful truths of His Word to this younger generation.

Each year in January the Coordinating Committee interviews the senior
seminarians of AFLTS, as to their readiness for ordination and rostering.
Again, | have been blessed and impressed by their personal testimonies,
their clear understanding of the Word and their ability to articulate both.
Our Seminary and Bible School are doing well what we have asked and
expect of them.

Teaching and preaching is the foremost task of the parish pastor. It is a
joy to hear people express thanks for the faithful proclamation of God'’s
Word by their AFLC pastor. Sheep that are well fed are not prone to wan-
der far from their feeding place. Thank you pastors for faithfully tending
the flock of God that is in your charge.

FOOTPRINTS OF FELLOWSHIP

We enjoy good portions of it here at conference. It is rich as we meet
and greet old friends and meet and make new friends. It is Jesus that
make this special fellowship possible here at conference as well as in our
home congregations. In | John 1:7, “If we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses us from all sin.” We trust that this fellowship leaves a
lasting mark in our lives and gives evidence of a Living Savior to the world
around us.



Our circle of fellowship has been expanded this past year with the dozen
or more congregations that have joined us. We welcome you to the min-
istry and fellowship of the AFLC and look forward to becoming better
acquainted with you.

FOOTPRINTS OF PRAYER

Even though we do not always see answers to our prayers, we know that
this work of the Kingdom has a powerful effect. Our God has said, “Call
unto me and | will show you great and mighty things which you have not
known,” Jeremiah 33:3. Over and over we have joined our hearts and
voices in prayer on behalf of family and friends as well as areas of min-
istry which need prayerful attention. The daily morning Prayer Time here
at conference is without a doubt one of our most important and necessary
gatherings. It is such a blessing to see small groups huddled together
and hear the hum of voices lifted to our Eternal Father in prayer. Dr. Ole
Hallisby said (and | agree), “Prayer is the most important work in the
Kingdom of God.” May we constantly be laying down the footprint of
prayer in our homes, in our churches and in every place we move from
day to day. That work is never overlooked or forgotten by the One to
whom we pray, and it is He that has invited and commanded us come to
His Throne of Grace.

FOOTPRINTS OF STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship involves much more than money. Il Corinthians 8:3-5, “For
they gave according to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their
means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking
part in the relief of the saints - and this, not as we expected, but first they
gave of themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.” We do not
have a rule of measurement to show the level of ‘giving of ourselves’ for
the year past, but | pray and trust that this important aspect of giving has
become greater as we through all the means available to us have grown
in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. As to the financial giving of
the people of the AFLC the Budget Analysis Committee reports that in
spite of an economic down turn in our country the overall giving to the
AFLC for 2010 was up by 6% over 2009. As we look forward and expect
to expand in numbers, in ministries and in number of souls reached for
the Kingdom, we believe that the Footstep of Stewardship will keep pace
with all the other aspects of His work.

FOOTPRINTS OF THE FAITHFUL

During the past year three pastors that have served in the AFLC have
gone home to be with Jesus. Their footsteps of ministry and shepherding
remain in our memories and in the lives of so many people that were
impacted by their faithful and prayerful shepherding of souls. We thank
God for the faithful years of ministry and fellowship of Rev. Erwin Brandt,
Rev. Lloyd Bjornlie and Rev. Stephen Odegaard.

FOOTSTEPS INTO THE FUTURE

In considering our theme for this year, it is my goal and desire as part of
the older generation to see that we join hands and hearts with the
younger generation training, equipping and encouraging one another for
the purpose of expanding His Kingdom. The reports to follow at this con-
ference speak of expanding the work to new areas, both at home and
abroad - expanding of staff, missionaries, buildings, and finances so as to
make room for those to whom we will be privileged to introduce the
Savior.

The world is in great confusion and chaos. Many, perhaps we can say
most people, are doing what the scripture says man is not to do! “Let no
one seek his own good...; not seeking my own advantage, but that of
many, that they may be saved” (I Cor. 10:24 & 33). If the Lord tarries for
yet another year we will by His grace celebrate the 50t anniversary of
the AFLC. We will return to Thief River Falls, Minnesota, the place where
the AFLC was born, and have another year worth of FOOTSTEPS to con-
sider. My prayer for this next year is that together we will stay the course
by giving honor to the One that has called us to faithfully share His Word
of Truth with one another and proclaim it to a world that is in desperate
need of hearing and receiving what He has so graciously made available
to all who will do so.

FOOTSTEPS OF THANKS

First and foremost | say with Paul, the Apostle, “Thanks be to God who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Again in Romans
11:36 he says “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.
To Him be glory for ever. Amen.”

It has been another year of special blessing to partner with members and
friends of the AFLC in His noble work of reaching the lost for Christ. The
work and fellowship at 3110 is a great joy. Thank you to all that have part-
nered as co-workers and a special thank you to all that have volunteered
time, talent and resources to serve on corporations, boards, and commit-
tees. Very personal thanks to Pastor Richard Gunderson and Karen
Floan for your able assistance, encouragement and pleasant spirits. Last
and certainly not least is my thanks to Faith, my personal partner that lis-
tens, loves and, yes, sometimes exhorts as the Lord prompts. You are a
very special blessing to me.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

May 29
June 6
June 13

June 15-18
June18

June 20
June 27
July 18

July 23-24
July 25

Aug. 7
Aug. 15
Aug. 19
Sept. 6
Sept. 9
Sept. 12
Sept. 12
Sept. 12
Sept. 25
Oct. 10
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 17

Dec. 12
Dec. 31

2010

Funeral of Ted Bouchard, father-in-law of

Rev. Richard Gunderson, Cambridge, MN

Installation of Rev. Al Bedard, Timberland-Ringebu
Lutheran, Baronnett, WI

125th Anniversary Celebration, Middle Grove Lutheran,
Mekinock, ND

AFLC 48th Annual Conference, Plymouth, MN

Ordination of Jeremy Crowell, Micah Hjermstad,

Robert W. Lee, Thomas W. Olson, Plymouth, MN
Installation of Rev. Tim Hinrichs, Word of Life, Mankato, MN
Ordination of Brett Boe, Helmar Lutheran, Newark, IL
Installation of Rev. Micah Hjermstad, Hope Evangelical
Lutheran, Ishpeming, Ml

Lutheran's For Life Conference, Green Bay, WI

Installation of Rev. Eugene Enderlein, Disciple Lutheran
Fellowship, Reading, PA

25th Anniversary Celebration, Good Shepherd Free Lutheran,
Cokato, MN

Installation of Rev. Brett Boe, Dalton Free Lutheran Parish,
Dalton, MN

Funeral of Rev. Erwin Brandt, Abiding Savior, Sioux Falls, SD
Funeral of Mr. Herbert Presteng, Grafton, ND

AFLC Schools opening chapel service

50th Anniversary Celebration, Grace Lutheran, Bensenville,
IL; (by Rev. Kevin Olson)

Installation of Rev. Thomas W. Olson, Golden Valley Parish,
Golden Valley ND; (by Rev. Richard Gunderson)

Dedication of new building, Calvary Free Lutheran,
Fosston, MN

Ordination & Installation of Rev. Ebassa Berhanu,
Maranatha Free Lutheran, Spring Lake Park, MN
Ordination of Michael Johnson, Faith Lutheran,
Minneapolis, MN

25th Anniversary Celebration, Living Word Lutheran,
Eagan, MN

Installation of Rev. Tim Johnson and Rev. David Skordahl,
Christ the King, Pipestone, MN

Installation of Rev. Michael Johnson, Chippewa Lutheran,
Brandon, MN (by Rev. Jason Holt)

125th Anniversary Celebration, Newark Lutheran, Newark, IL
25th Anniversary Celebration, Victory Free Lutheran,

Park River, ND
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Jan. 15

Jan. 24
April 3
April 4

May 1
May 15

May 21
May 25-27

2011

Funeral of Rev. Lloyd Bjornlie, Bethel Lutheran,

Fergus Falls, MN

Funeral of Rev. Steve Odegaard, Calvary, Everett, WA
Installation of Rev. Marlin Harris, True Vine, Mora, MN
Installation of John Kiehl, Faith Lutheran & St. Stephen's,
Metropolis, IL

Installation of Ken Hart, Faith Lutheran, Fairbury NE

(by Rev. Richard Gunderson)

Installation of Ron Smith, Singsaas Lutheran, Hendricks, MN
AFLC Schools Graduation

Family Research Council, Washington DC

Respectfully submitted,

Elden K Nelson
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REPORT OF THE CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE

To the 49th Annual Conference of the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations gathered at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, June 14-17, 2011.

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation that you may know him better. |
pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints and his incomparably great power for us who
believe.” (Ephesians 1:17-19b)

We are truly blessed to meet together in this place and seek the Lord’s will.
This is a wonderful time of renewal and fellowship. An Annual Conference
can also humble us as we bow reverently and confess that we do not have
all the answers, but we can trust our loving Heavenly Father to guide us with
his wisdom and grace.

ORGANIZATION
The following members have served on the Coordinating Committee this past
year: Dr. Tim Skramstad, Chairman; Rev. Gary Jorgenson, Vice Chairman;
Mr. Brad Severson, Secretary; Mr. Lowell Watt, Treasurer; Rev. Lyle Aadahl,
Mr. Vint Bruflat, and Mr. Mel Fischer.

ELECTIONS

Mr. Lowell Watt was re-elected to serve a five year layman’s position. Rev.
Gary Jorgenson has served for the past seven and one-half years and even
though he would be eligible for another full term, has requested that his name
not be placed before the Conference. Mr. Brad Severson has served a five
year term and has requested that his name not be placed for re-election. We
are very thankful for the faithful service and devotion to the Lord and our
AFLC by these men. Their contributions and work have benefited all of us in
the AFLC and they will be greatly missed.

MINISTERIAL ACTS

The revision of the Ministerial Acts book was completed before the 2010
Conference, but we were unable to print and distribute this resource until later
in the year. While the AFLC does not require a particular order of worship
within our individual congregations, we historically have encouraged our pas-
tors and congregations to use services and ceremonies that are familiar to us
all. The Ministerial Acts book seeks to retain simplicity in worship, faithfulness
to the Scriptures and to the Lutheran Confessions, and language that is eas-
ily understood. We are thankful to each individual who helped on the revision
process. We also look forward to additions to this manual that will aid our
pastors and congregations.
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PASTORAL DIRECTORY

In the past, the AFLC produced two very fine pastoral directories. These fea-
tured a photograph and a brief biographical statement of each of our pastors.
We considered printing a new directory, but because of the high cost
involved, we chose to put a limited directory on the AFLC web site. Our sin-
cere thanks to Pastor Lyle Aadahl who served as the project director and to
Karen Tosten, Sarah Daas, and Vera Peek for their assistance. While a print-
ed version has some advantages, a web based site can be easily updated
without the cost of printing a new book.

SAMPLE CONSTITUTION
A new sample constitution is now available for congregations who are joining
the AFLC or for existing congregations who desire information on revising
their constitution. A number of individuals have spent considerable time and
effort in writing this document. We acknowledge that this sample may not
satisfy the needs of every congregation, but we hope it will serve as a good
starting point.  We sincerely thank each one who worked on this project.

ROSTERING OF PASTORS

The Coordinating Committee is charged to maintain the clergy roster of the
AFLC. Non-AFLC pastors who desire to join our fellowship answer a detailed
questionnaire, correspond or visit with our President, pass a sexual purity
screening interview by a licensed Christian counselor, and then have an inter-
view with the Coordinating Committee. One of the requirements for consid-
eration has been the education or training of pastors or laymen (in the case
of licensed lay pastors). Despite our best efforts to maintain a consistent pol-
icy on educational requirements, we admit that some serious errors were
made during the past few years. A decision had been made in the 1980’s by
the Coordinating Committee to use the Summer Institute of Theology (S.1.T.)
as a substitute for in-residence work at our Seminary. The current members
of our committee were unaware of this previous decision. We apologized to
those involved who were directly affected by our action of denying them this
path to ordination since they had, in good faith, worked on what they thought
were AFLC requirements. In conversations with the Board of Trustees for our
schools and the Dean of our Seminary, we were in full agreement that this
former policy was inadequate. We have now made changes to our Rostering
of Pastors policy book that new students to the S.I.T. program cannot seek
ordination through its courses, but students who were enrolled before 2009
may seek ordination, providing all other requirements are met.

We have had requests from some pastors to be on both our clergy roster and
of another church body at the same time. There have been pastors who were
allowed to have this dual status, but these were deemed exceptional cases
and were granted primarily because of insurance or pension concerns. We
do not believe it is in the best interest of the congregations, pastors, or the
AFLC to allow for membership in two church bodies at the same time.
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Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Lyle Aadahl

John Abel

Jonathan Abel

Paul Abel

John C. Amundson
Karl Anderson
Richard Anderson

J. Christian Andrews
Mark Antal

Rev. Alan Arneson

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Joel Baker
Thomas L. Baker
Louis F. Balderach
Ray Ballmann
David R. Barnhart
Walt Beaman

Rev. Alan Bedard

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Craig Benson
Jon Benson

Mark Benz

Peter Bergstedt
Ebassa Berhanu *
Ted Berkas

Brett A. Boe *
Michael Brandt
John M. Brennan
Tom Brock

Ron Brubakken
Rob Buechler **
Michael Burke
Steven Carlson
Timothy Carlson
Richard Carr
John R. Chandler
Frank Cherney
Tomasz Chmiel

Rev. Andy Coyle

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Dana Coyle

Jeremy Crowell *
Terry Culler **

Brian L. Davidson
Norman E. Dornquast
Connely Dyrud

Nick Dyrud

John Eidsmoe

Curtis Emerson
Eugene W. Enderlein
Todd Erickson
Richard L. Ewing
Joe Faldet

Rev. Arlo Feiock

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Dale Finstrom
Kirk Flaa

Leroy Flickinger
Seth Forness
Peter Franz

AFLC CLERGY ROSTER

* Placed on roster this past year

Rev. Richard Frederick
Rev. David Fruehauf
Rev. James Fugleberg
Rev. Les Galland

Rev. Kevin Garner

Dr. James C. Gerdeen
Rev. Gerald Gettis
Rev. Dan Giles

Rev. Thomas Gilman
Rev. Richard Gilmore
Rev. William Goodman
Rev. Dennis D. Gray
Rev. Scott Gray

Rev. Alvin Grothe

Rev. Scott L. Guhl

Rev. Richard Gunderson
Rev. Larry Haagenson
Rev. James Haga

Rev. Kenneth Hart
Rev. Gary A. Haug
Rev. Philip Haugen
Rev. Chester Heikkinen
Rev. Steven J. Heilmann
Rev. Earl R. Henley
Rev. Orville G. Hiepler
Rev. Everett Hind

Rev. David Hinrichs
Rev. Tim Hinrichs

Rev. Micah W. Hjermstad *

Rev. Wayne Hjermstad
Rev. Brad Hoefs
Rev. Herbert Hoff
Rev. Jason Holt

Rev. Phillip Hooper
Rev. Martin Horn
Rev. Jan Horne

Rev. Raynard Huglen
Rev. Dean J. lverson
Rev. Harvey Jackson
Rev. Scott Jans

Rev. Henry Johansen

Rev. J. Wesley Johanson

Rev. Craig Johnson
Rev. David W. Johnson
Rev. David A. Johnson
Rev. James R. Johnson
Rev. James L. Johnson
Rev. Leslie Johnson
Rev. Mark S. Johnson
Rev. Michael Johnson *
Rev. Rodney Johnson
Rev. Roy B. Johnson
Rev. Timothy Johnson
Rev. Walter Johnson
Rev. Wendell Johnson
Rev. Nathan Jore
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** Moved to regular roster

Rev. Gary L. Jorgenson
Rev. Wayne Juntunen
Rev. David Keippela

Rev. Ted H. Kennedy, Jr.

Rev. John Kent

Rev. Lynn Kinneberg
Rev. Howard Kjos

Rev. John Kjos

Rev. Todd Klemme
Rev. Mike Klenner
Rev. Ray Klug

Rev. George Knapp
Rev. Steve Kneeland
Rev. Merle Knutson
Rev. Ronald Knutson
Dr. Johan Koren

Rev. Earl Korhonen
Rev. Lyndon Korhonen
Rev. Ivars Krafts

Rev. Wesley Langaas
Rev. Dale Lankford
Rev. Richard P. Larson
Rev. Robert L. Lee
Rev. Robert W. Lee *
Rev. Brent A. Logeman
Rev. Patrick Lohse

Dr. Steven Lombardo
Rev. Richard Long
Rev. Alvin Magnuson
Rev. Shane McLoughlin
Rev. Dale Mellgren
Rev. Mel Meyer

Rev. Nathan C. Minnich
Rev. Jerry Moan

Rev. Wade Mobley
Rev. Kenneth Moland
Rev. James Molstre
Rev. Mark Molstre

Dr. Francis Monseth
Rev. Allen Monson
Rev. John D. Mundfrom
Rev. Stephen Mundfrom
Rev. Paul Nash

Rev. David Nelson
Rev. Elden Nelson
Rev. Randy Nelson
Rev. Allan Ness

Rev. Jerome C. Nikunen
Rev. Dennis Norby, Jr.
Rev. Kris A. Nyman
Rev. Joe Ocker

Rev. Brent Olson

Rev. Kevin J. Olson
Rev. Mark Olson

Rev. Oliver Olson

Rev. Orville T. Olson

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rodger Olson

Terry Olson

Thomas C. Olson
Thomas W. Olson *
Wayne Olson

Dennis O'Neil

Del Palmer

Brian Pearson
LeRoy C. Petersen **

Pastor David Peterson

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Gerald R. Peterson
Michael Peterson
Tonnes Pollestad
Ronald Pulscher
Lynn Qualm

Lloyd Quanbeck
Marc Rakow
Richard L. Ramsbacher
Eric Rasmussen
James Rasmussen
Doug Reitsch

Mark Richardson
Donald Richman
James Ritter

Philip Rokke

Joel Rolf

Charles Sampson

Rev. Alvin Sather

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Craig Scavo
Thomas Schierkolk
Todd Schierkolk
Gregory Schram
Gilbert Schroeder
Joseph E. Schultz
Larry Severson
Gary Simons

John Skeie

David Skordahl
Gary Skramstad
Timothy K. Skramstad
Kerwin Sletto
Richard Sliper
Stephen Snipstead
Kent Sperry
Matthew Steendahl
Tony Stockman
Edward Strom
Gordon Strunk
Jeff Swanson

Eric J. Swenson
Gordon Thorpe
Kirk Thorson
Thomas R. Tuura
Laurel M. Udden
Marvin S. Undseth
Jonathan Unverzagt
Daniel Uzupan
Jeremy Vance

Don Voorhees

Rev. Peter Ward

Rev. Roy Warwick

Rev. Gordon L. Waterman
Rev. Lloyd Weiland

Rev. Jon Wellumson

Rev. Samuel Wellumson
Rev. Craig Wentzel

Rev. Paul Wigtil

Rev. Calvin Willard

Rev. Victor Young

FELLOWSHIP ROSTER
Rev. Ronald B. Dahle
Rev. Michael J. Flechsig
Rev. Rodger Foltz

Rev. Marlin Harris

Rev. John Kiehl *

Rev. Ken Marquardt
Rev. Tom Parrish

Rev. Donald C. Thorson
Rev. Noel Vold

Rev. Joel Walde *

Rev. James Westgate

LICENSED PASTORS
Pastor Eric R. Christenson
Pastor Roger David
Pastor Don Edlund
Pastor Curt Frankhauser
Pastor Robert Grebel
Pastor Robert Halvorson
Pastor Lee Hoops
Pastor Paul Kneeland
Pastor Luke Long
Pastor Bill Mitchell
Pastor Henry Mohagen
Pastor Jerry Nelson
Pastor Donald Norr
Pastor Mark A. Ostrem
Pastor Steve Papillon
Pastor Paul Pillman
Pastor Brad Putnam
Pastor Dale L. Radke
Pastor Brian Ricke
Pastor Irvin Schmitke
Pastor Ron Smith *
Pastor Gerald Steele
Pastor Warren Swanson
Pastor Kenneth Thoreson
Pastor Lyle Twite

Pastor Eric Westlake

CLERGY IN CANADA
Pastor Martin Christensen
Pastor Conrad N. Dyrland
Rev. Kelly Henning
Pastor David Hesje

Rev. Manfred Kurschner
Rev. Robert H. Lewis
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Pastor Arlin J. Olson
Rev. Alvin A. Pinno
Dr. Harald Schoubye
Pastor Marvin L. Seaborg
Rev. Jason Siemens
Pastor Gene R. Sundby

Rev. Kenneth Wilsdon (retired)

CLERGY PASSED ON
Rev. Lloyd Bjornlie

Rev. Erwin Brandt

Rev. Stephen Odegaard~

(~not rostered)

CLERGY REMOVED
Rev. Gregory Lenz
Rev. David White
Rev. Nathaniel Hoff



DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Itis with great pleasure and praise to our Lord that we report that Rev. Tonnes
Pollestad has been selected as the new AFLC Director of Development.
Pastor Pollestad comes to this position with the education, training, and expe-
rience that would be hard to match. He is a graduate of our Seminary, has
served AFLC churches, and for the past nine years has served in a similar
position with the Bible League. We thank Vint Bruflat and Brad Severson and
all representatives from the other AFLC boards and corporations for the
thoughtful and detailed work in writing the job description and in the interview
and hiring process. We also thank each individual who inquired about this
position. The first step in discovering God’s will is often to make ourselves
vulnerable and say that we are willing to serve. Even though you were not
selected for this position, the Lord has work for you to do and we thank you
for your availability.

LUTHERAN AMBASSADOR

We are thankful for the many years of faithful service of Rev. Craig Johnson
as editor of the Lutheran Ambassador. He has prayerfully decided to step
down as editor and the Conference must now decide on a replacement. May
the Lord bless Pastor Johnson and use him in the furtherance of His
Kingdom. Rev. Robert Lee has graciously accepted the position of interim
editor. The Conference will be asked to vote on the selection of an editor at
the 2012 Conference.

BUDGET
The Coordinating Committee is requesting a budget subsidy of $388,075.00
for 2012.

AFLC CONGREGATIONAL ROSTER

Additions to the AFLC Congregational Roster:
Christ Lutheran, Shingleton, Ml (6/2010)
First American Lutheran, Tripp, SD (6/2010)
Our Savior’s of Cannon Falls, MN (8/2010)
Christ Lutheran, Stover, MO (8/2010)
Our Savior’s Lutheran (formerly First Ev. Lutheran), Dillon, MT (8/2010)
Hope Lutheran, Church, Delmont, SD (8/2010)
Abiding Word Lutheran, Felch, MI (10/2010)
Singsaas Evangelical Lutheran, Hendricks, MN (11/2010)
St. Peter Lutheran, Armour, SD (11/2010)
First Lutheran, Ellendale, MN (12/2010)
True Vine Lutheran Church, Mora, MN (12/2010)
Living Faith Lutheran, Boyertown, PA (2/2011)

Removed from the AFLC Congregational Roster:
Living Word Lutheran, Menasha WI (closed 10/2010)
Redeemer Lutheran, Ashton, IL (12/2010)

Mighty Fortress, Seward NE (1/2011)
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A NOTE OF THANKS

On behalf of the entire Coordinating Committee, | would express our sincere
thanks to every member and friend of the AFLC who remembers us in prayer
and has faithfully given to support our greater work of ministry. As we serve
the Lord on this committee, we are painfully aware that we are not capable,
in and of ourselves, to have neither the wisdom nor the understanding to
make the right decisions that affect the lives of pastors and congregations
and the AFLC. How blessed we are to have the Scriptures and the privilege
of prayer. Despite our best intentions, the reason for our decisions may not
be understood and we may have hurt pastors and their families. We are
deeply sorry when this has happened and are striving to find more effective
ways of ministering to others. It is one thing to be biblically correct in what
we say, but we are all admonished to speak the truth in love. Please con-
tinue to pray for us that we might have the wisdom and discernment neces-
sary for the work before us.

Sincerely in Christ,

Dr. Timothy K. Skramstad
AFLC Coordinating Committee Chairman
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AFLC DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

To the Forty-Ninth Annual Conference of the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations assembled in Sioux Falls South Dakota, June 14-17,
2011.

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Itis truly
a blessing to be here at the 49th Annual Conference this year. It is even
a greater blessing for me to be here this year as the newly hired Director
of Development for the AFLC. This position has been prayed over and
planned for in the last several years. As | stand here today | am humbled
and very blessed that God opened the door for me to be able to fill this
position.

As the Director of Development | will be working with the directors of all
the ministries of the AFLC. | will be helping them assess their depart-
ments funding opportunities in order to secure financial support for
expanding the Kingdom of God. The focus of this position is both now
and for the future to become more effective in raising financial support for
each ministry of the AFLC. We don’t know how long before Christ
returns. But, we do know that we do want the Word of God to go forth
through our AFLC and if we can be the feet that help supply the financial
means then we must do the work that the Lord has called us to do now!
We need to be the very best stewards of what God has entrusted to us
with all of our, time, talents, gifts and finances as all of them belong to
Him.

| will be directly reporting to President Elden Nelson and the Co-ordinat-
ing committee. Their first expectation is to get to know all of the directors
and their ministries and the opportunities that God has for individuals and
churches to give financially. | will be working with them determining what
their vision and goals are for their ministry. The second expectation is to
create a means of sharing those opportunities with donors across the
AFLC. The third expectation is to travel across the AFLC meeting with
individuals and establishing relationships with them as well as churches,
church boards and foundations. Prayerfully, | will be connecting them in
a deeper way or maybe a new way to what God has for them to give
financially through the AFLC. The fourth expectation is to share the great
news with you of the changed lives of people around the world. | thank
President Nelson and the Co-ordinating committee for this direction and
covet everyone’s prayers for my wife Mary and myself as | travel across
the AFLC.

19

Along with the President and the Co-ordinating committee’s direction |
want to be there to help you become the very best steward of what God
has entrusted you with. | want to be there to minister to you whenever
possible. | want to spend time praying and seeking God’s guidance with
you. | want to help you plan your estates so that it will do exactly what
God wants it to do. | want to share opportunities from each of the AFLC
ministries with you for funding God’s work.

At times | hope to challenge you to think and pray beyond what you have
been giving in order to let God show you what other areas He wants for
you. | want to meet and work with as many of you as is possible each
year so that together we can by God’s grace make an impact on lives for
The Kingdom of God.

| know | will be travelling at some point in your area, but if you have ques-
tions or want to meet or have someone you would like me to meet please
give me a call or send me an email and | will respond. | look forward with
great anticipation to meeting you and seeing what God is going to do in
expanding His Kingdom.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Tonnes Pollestad
Director of Development
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REPORT OF THE AFLC FOUNDATION

To the Forty-Ninth Annual Conference of the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations assembled in Sioux Falls South Dakota, June 14-17,
2011.

We are thankful to report that $22,700 in Foundation grants were given to
various ministries of the AFLC during 2010. As a reminder, the grants are
distributed from the following AFLC Foundation Funds:

AFLC Foundation ARC Fund

AFLC Foundation Capital Improvement Fund
AFLC Christian Education Fund

AFLC Foundation Missions Fund

AFLC Foundation Unrestricted Fund

If you are considering giving options like a charitable remainder trusts, gift
annuities or complete gifts like real estate or stock we invite you to con-
sider making these funds a part of your giving plan. The AFLC Foundation
along with the experts at the Lutheran Community Fund (LCF) can make
sure the process is handled correctly and that ultimately, the ministries of
the AFLC will be the beneficiaries.

Please be sure to consult with your own financial advisor for more details
and advice on this type of giving.

The current members of the Foundation, (appointed by their respective
boards) are Mr. Kevin O’Neil (President), Mr. Denis Parsley (Vice
President), Mr. Vint Bruflat (Secretary), Mr. Bill Buck (Treasurer), Mr. Paul
Handsaker, Mr. Samuel Nash, Pastor Mark Olson, and Mr. James Rolf, .
Please feel free to contact any of us with questions or comments about
the Foundation. The board thanks you for your past and continued
prayers.

The terms of Mr. Vint Bruflat (Coordinating Committee) and Mr. Kevin
O’Neil (ARC) expire this year; both have served one 3-year term and are
eligible for re-election on their boards.

Respectfully submitted,
The AFLC Foundation Board
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REPORT OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONAL CHAPLAINCY

Greetings to the 2011 AFLC Annual Conference held at Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, June 14-17, 2011.

As | thought about the theme of “Generations Walking Together” and |
read the text, it reminded me that even though we have all kinds of names
for different generations such as the Baby Boomers, Generation X and so
on, we all need the Lord, His love, His guidance, His protection and His
Presence. People have different values and focuses in life but sooner or
later we all come to the point where we come face to face with our help-
lessness. As institutional chaplains working in hospital, nursing home
and hospice, we are invited to enter people’s lives as they experience
these times of uncertainty and tragedy. Recently | was called into a situ-
ation where a young pregnant woman was in danger of losing her baby.
As a chaplain, | was invited to see this young woman and talk to her and
have prayer. Her baby did die at birth and | led a commendation service
in the mother’s room for the deceased baby. The baby’s mother, and her
family were there as we prayed and God spoke to us through the scrip-
tures. God was there for them in their grief and loss. | had the privilege
of helping her make funeral arrangements. God helped her as she dealt
with loss and as a chaplain | was permitted to walk with the mother and
her family during this difficult time. Another situation dealt with a family in
the waiting room of the intensive care unit. It was a very stressful situa-
tion and the family felt like they didn’t know what was going on. As a
chaplain, | was invited into talk with the family. We had a time of scrip-
ture and prayer and then | asked them what they would like to know about
the situation. As they gave me their thoughts and questions, | was able
to gain information for them and a stressful situation eased. When a per-
son enters a nursing home, they have many questions and anxieties and
yet they can receive encouragement and hope from God’s Word. Many
of these people, who have a wide difference of age and backgrounds, all
need what God has to offer. He offers hope and life in the midst of the
darkest situations. God blesses us with the opportunities to walk with
them as they come to God for help and comfort.

These are only a few examples of the opportunities that chaplains have
to walk with the generations. Chaplains who are APC certified or certified
by The Association of Professional Chaplains are required to have 50
hours of continuing education in order to maintain their certification.
Continuing education, as well as the fellowship, are so important in our
growth as chaplains.
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The Twelfth Annual Chaplains seminar was held September 22-24 at
Valley Memorial Homes in Grand Forks, North Dakota. Our theme for the
seminar was “Helping the Wounded Heal.” Chaplain Larry Haagenson
gave a presentation on Second Hand Stress. Chaplain Mark Antal pre-
sented a two hour session on the Wounded Warriors or ministry to our
service people who return from war. Chaplain John Rieth gave us a pres-
entation on Generational Difference. Each generation has different
needs and values. Chaplain Reith also gave us a presentation on
Second Hand Stress or healing for care givers of those who deal with
Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome. | presented a session on Traumatic
Issues and Secondary stress. These are very serious issues and ministry
opportunities. There were 8 chaplains in attendance. We would like
express our thanks to the AFLC for their support which allows us this
important seminar.

At our business meeting which was held at our seminar, Chaplain Gary
Skramstad invited us to have our 2012 Chaplain’s seminar in St. Cloud,
Minnesota. Thank you Chaplain Skramstad for now our 2012 chaplain’s
seminar will be held in St. Cloud, Minnesota. This year our seminar top-
ics will include “Companioning”, “Technology”, “Procrastination” and 2
sessions on the “12 steps of aging.” The brochures for this conference
should be available at the Annual Conference.

| would like to express my appreciation to the Institutional Chaplaincy
Board, Jerome Nikunen, John Rieth and Larry Severson as well as Tim
Skramstad who is our Coordinating Committee Representative. You are
appreciated. We try to meet quarterly to discuss issues and plan for
future events. To God be the glory, great things He has done.

AFLC INSTITUTIONAL CHAPLAINS

* CHAPLAIN Tom Baker, chaplain ministry - Plainview, TX

* CHAPLAIN Walt Beaman - East Grand Forks, ND (Retired)

* CHAPLAIN Al Bedard, full time chaplain ministry - Stacy, MN

* CHAPLAIN Mark Benz, chaplain in spiritual care ministry - Gaithersburg, MD

* CHAPLAIN Jim Fugleberg, part-time, chaplain - Fargo ND

* CHAPLAIN Larry Haagenson - Loveland, CO

* CHAPLAIN Marlin Harris - St. Paul, MN

* CHAPLAIN Everett Hind, part-time nursing home chaplain - Edgerton, MN

* CHAPLAIN Harvey Jackson - Park River, ND (Retired)

* CHAPLAIN Dean Lyste, part-time, Tri-County Nursing Homes - Hatton & Deaconess
in Northwood, ND

* CHAPLAIN Jerry Nelson, part-time chaplain - LaCrosse, WI

*» CHAPLAIN Jerome Nikunen, President of the AFLC Institutional Chaplaincy Board
serving Dovre Free Lutheran, part-time nursing home chaplain - Winger, MN

* CHAPLAIN Paul Pillman, part-time chaplain at American Lutheran homes

- Menomonie and Mondovi, WI
* CHAPLAIN Dale Radk, Nursing Home chaplain, also serves as a

23

police, fire and sheriff chaplain - Milwaukee, WI.

* CHAPLAIN John Rieth, Vice President of the AFLC Institutional Chaplaincy, Board
Manager of Chaplaincy at Altru Hospital system - Grand Forks, ND

* CHAPLAIN Larry Severson - Roseau, MN (Retired)

* CHAPLAIN John Skeie, part-time chaplain Ambassador Good Samaritan Center -
New Hope, MN

* CHAPLAIN Gary Skramstad, full-time chaplain at Country Manor Retirement
Community - Sartell, MN

* CHAPLAIN Kerwin Sletto, full-time chaplain Altru Hospital, and Valley Memorial
Homes - Grand Forks, ND

* CHAPLAIN Don Voorhees, part-time chaplain at the hospital - Grand Island, NE

* CHAPLAIN Peter Ward, Director, Pastoral Services at Pleasant View - Ottawa, IL

* CHAPLAIN Lloyd Weiland, part-time chaplain at the Veterans’ Medical Center
- Minneapolis, MN

THE DEPARTMENT OF POLICE CHAPLAINCY INCLUDES:

CHAPLAINS - Christian Andrews, Larry Haagenson, Wayne Hanson, Steven Larson,
Rick Long, Randy Nelson, Kris Nyman, Gary Skramstad, and Jeff Swanson.

In His Service,

Chaplain Kerwin Sletto
AFLC Director of Institutional Chaplaincy
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MILITARY CHAPLAINS REPORT

To the forty-ninth annual conference of the Association of Free Lutheran
Congregations assembled in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, June 15-17,
2011.

Although our department deals primarily with the entry, prayer support,
mutual fellowship and training of our AFLC military chaplains and retired
chaplains, we are very concerned about the men and women who serve
in the Armed Forces of today. A review of U.S. military statistics informs
us that twenty percent of our force is female. This statistic reminds us of
the changing needs of our military. For many decades only a small per-
centage of our military ever saw combat. Most sources keep this figure
close to four percent. With the tools of modern warfare, multiple military
engagements, no visible military battle front, and the speed of computer
technology, our military is spread thin, putting a higher percentage of our
military personnel in combat situations. Many of our veterans return to
civilian life with the horrors of war ever present in their minds. The issues
of PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder), financial stress, divorce,
chemical and alcohol abuse, and a myriad of physical needs lead many
to the solution of suicide. These issues are not new to the veteran. W