
AFLC Home Missions 

Knee-Mail 

 

 

Dear Praying Friends,  

 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of 

thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open 

up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of 

Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned.” (Colossians 4:2-3, NASB) 

 

These words have been on my mind and heart these past several days.  I have 

been preparing some messages for installation services of some of our pastor s 

and have been spending some time in the book of Colossians.  Paul’s writings 

under the inspirational of the Holy Spirit are so encouraging, the focus is on what 

we ought to be doing,  and that is prayer.  Once again, on behalf of the faithful 

Home Missions pastors, wives , families,  and those in leadership there, we are 

grateful for your prayers and support.  

 

We are back in the office.  We had some vacation time and we are grateful for 

that time away but it’s good to be back in the office with our AFLC family.   

 

My father -in-law, Bob Dietsche, is doing quite well with his hand for the most 

part.  When we ask him how he is, he just says that he’s “a little short -handed 

now.”  That’s literally and figuratively true!  Continue to pray for him and his 

recovery.  I am just goin g to add that for some time Bob and Carol have been 

trying to sell a rental home on the ARC property .  This has become a bit of a 

burden and I’m asking that you be in prayer for them and that this would sell.  

 

This weekend we will be involved in the instal lation service for Pastor Jim Ritter 

at Faith Lutheran in Shakopee, MN.  We are looking forward to this opportunity.  

Jim and Judy are now living with her folks in the Shakopee area as they wait for 

God to sell their home in the Parker, CO area.  Continue to pray for the sale of 

their home and for them as they start their new ministry in Shakopee.  I would 

like to ask that you remember to pray for Living Water Christian Church in 

Parker, CO as they are now having others fill in for them.  We pray that God 

would lead and guide and bless the leadership in the days ahead.  

 

We are seeing things become more active here on campus.  Monday night was 

the installation of our new Dean, Pastor Joel Rolf and we’re thankful for him .  We 

are glad to see the new students c oming in , the returning students and the many 

Seminarians .  Please pray for our faculty , staff, and our students as the enemy 

works to discourage our Bible School students and Seminarians from continuing 

on course with their studies.  May the Lord be glori fied. 

 

Now, getting back to  Home Missions news.  I would like to share with you that 

next week Laurie and I will be traveling down to the Florida area.  We will be 

installing Pastor Brian Pearson on September 17

th

 and will spend  some time with 



him and Marg aret and the congregation over the weekend.  We are looking to the 

Lord and how He is leading in that ministry.  We’re excited about the privilege of 

being with them.  

 

We’ll be returning back to Minnesota on September 19

th

 and will be having and 

AFLC Home Missions Prayer Retreat starting the evening of the 22

nd

 through the 

24

th

 at the Wilderness Bible Camp.  After that, we’ll be having a Home Mission 

Committee meeting on the 25

th

 and then our All Boards meeting will be on the 

26

th

.   

 

On September 27

th

, Lord willing, we will be traveling down to Springfield, MO.  

The 28

th

 is a big day as we will be in Cape Girardeau, MO and will be having an 

information meeting  there with a new group.  This will be the first time we’ve had 

an informational meeting in that ar ea and we’ll be asking you to pray for us as we 

go down there.  On September 29

th

 – October 1

st

 we hope to be visiting our 

churches and pastors in Tennessee, Southern Illinois .  We are hoping to get 

back the first part of October.  

 

We continue to ask that you be in prayer for Pastor Al and Connie Monson down 

in Mesa, AZ.  We’re grateful that they have a contract out on their house.  As fate 

would have it, a hailstorm  came through and now they have to replace a roof .  

We’re grateful that God has provided a C hristian contractor to work wit h them.  

They’re hoping to close on their home in October and get everything moved 

down to Mesa.   

 

Continue to pray for Pastor Georg & Barb i Marsteller as they work at Calvary in 

Mesa, AZ in the training of young people , and as the work goes forward.  

 

Remember  Pastor Duane Matz in your prayers as he recovers from his knee 

surgery.  He’s doing quite well and Elden Nelson and Jim Rasmussen filled in the 

pulpit the last couple Sundays.  He hopes to be back in the pulpit this Sun day.  

 

The group at Faith Lutheran in Mineral Point, WI is hoping to do some 

preliminary work in the Dodgeville, WI area to see if there’s interest or a 

possibility of a new start there.  Pray for the Dodgeville area as we seek the Lord 

in this opportunity.   We’re grateful for the congregation in Mineral Point and 

Pastor Tom and what they’re doing.  

 

Continue to pray for the work at Good Shepherd in Camarillo, CA.  Adam Osier 

and Courtney Jacobi now are back in Minnesota , but Jimmy and Lindsey Noreen 

arrived in Camarillo this past Sunday  to start their new ministry as Parish 

Builders .  They are making the adjustments and getting into the swing of things in 

the area there. Pray for them as they start their new ministry.  

 

We are asking that you pray for Pastor J im and Linda Johnson and all their 

children as they adjust to new schools and the many different changes out there.  

We pray that he Lord would bless them and their new ministry that they are 

involved in. 

 

Our congregation in Madison, SD, Good Shepherd Lut heran, is looking at 

different property options.  We are asking that you pray for them in the days 



ahead  and that God would give  them direction and wisdom as they look to Him 

and seek His will.   

 

Continue to pray for Christ Community Church in Hagerstown,  MD.  Pastor Mark 

Benz continues to  serve them.  As they get in swing for the fall schedule and 

Sunday School,  we pray that the Lord would be working in a special way there.  

 

We had mentioned to you the possibility that lay pastor Brent Horne would be 

coming to Seminary.  Through some interesting chain of events with his 

paperwork th at is not going to happen this F all.  Brent continues to serve  at 

Immanuel Lutheran in Springfield, MO so be in prayer for him.  

 

We continue to a sk that you pray for Prince of P eace Lutheran in Beulah, ND and 

for Pastor Kris & Paula Nyman  and  Barb Gustafson as they work in that area 

and ministry.   

 

Christ Free Lutheran  in Devils Lake, ND  has an interim pastor that’s serving 

them.  Remember them in your prayers.  

 

We want to reme mber to pray for Pastor Craig and Sherri Scavo at Faith 

Lutheran in Durant, OK.  We pray that they would be able to reach new people 

that are moving into the area.  

 

Continue praying for Living Word in Sioux Falls, SD.  They have a building 

project going an d we pray that God would be leading Pastor Wade Mobley and 

the leadership team there.  

 

Ebenezer Free Lutheran  Church in Humboldt, TN will be havi ng a dedication 

service to the  new worship center they’ve remodeled at the end of September.  

Pastor Roger Davi d will be finishing his ministry there and we ask that you 

continue to pray for them as they seek the Lord as to who should be their pastor.  

 

We want to continue to pray for Pastor Roy Warwick and the New Hope Free 

Lutheran  congregation in Snohomish, WA .  We pray that God would  lead and 

guide them in a powerful way.  

 

Remember Pastor Jerome Elness and Our Redeemer Lutheran  up in the 

Superior, WI area.   Pray for them and the outreach going on there.  

 

Also, pray for Christ the King Lutheran  in Wilson, WI.  Pa stor Les is continuing to 

pray  that God would bring special unity to their congregation and that they would 

see God do some special things.  

 

I’d ask that you continue to pray for our AFLC Home Missions  Committee 

members.   

 Pastor Dale Finstrom, Glyndon, MN  – He has a new ministry up in 

Ulen, MN and we ask that God would bless them and encourage them. 

 Pastor Tony Stockman, Brandon, MN – Pray that the Lord would be 

using him mightily.  

 Kenn Graham, Camarillo , CA – Kenn and his wife Geri are doing some 

travelin g right now and we thank the Lord for them.  


