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BY JOAN CULLER

The book of Proverbs tells 
us, “A friend loves at 
all times.” It’s hard to 
imagine who wouldn’t 
want that kind of accep-

tance, isn’t it? Yet recent studies reveal that 25 percent of 
Americans have no close friends at all; another 19 percent 
have only one confidante (usually their spouse); and that 
these unfortunate trends have been increasing over the last 
20 years.

A good friend can be an important element in our spiri-
tual life and development. Now, by good friend I don’t mean 
the kind of friendly acquaintance with whom we share 
some common interests or activities. A true soul friend 
knows us and accepts us as we really are. We are honest 
and vulnerable with them. We trust them to hear our con-
fessions and keep our confidences. They love us no matter 
what, and they always point us toward Jesus. David found 
such a friend in Jonathan, who “helped him find strength 
in God” (I Samuel 23:16). One author says these are the 
friends who make us “run hard after God.”

I have been blessed by a number of spiritual friend-
ships, including a long-lasting relationship with my college 
roommate, Nancy. We don’t see each other very often be-
cause we are busy people who no longer share a room or go 
to classes together. We stay in touch by writing letters and 

sending e-mails. Once or twice a year we meet at a 
church about midway between our homes. 

We bring our lunch and eat together. We pray. 
We share our experiences. We talk openly about 

our families, our problems, our joys and struggles. 
Nancy rarely tells me what she thinks I should do. Instead, 
she gently asks me to consider what God would have me do. 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another,” 
says Proverbs 27:17. Nancy sharpens my awareness of God. 
Meeting with her, and writing to her becomes a spiritual 
practice, a life-giving activity that helps me to notice how 
God is working in my life.

Some spiritual friendships, like my friendship with 
Nancy, just seem to evolve and deepen over time. When 
this happens, it is a bit of God’s grace. Give thanks if you 
already have this blessing! However, we can also be inten-
tional in our pursuit of soul friends. 

If you do not have such a friend, pray about it and 
see who God brings across your path. You might start by 
asking someone you respect and trust to become a prayer 
partner. Meet regularly, share concerns, pray with each 
other and for each other. You will be amazed to find your 
friendship drawing you closer to your true self, closer to 
other Christians and closer to God.

Culler is a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran, Leitersburg, Md.

Iron sharp



Do you  have  a  ca r ee r,  o r  a r e  you  on  a  m iss ion 
fo r  God?  T he  answer  to  tha t  ques t ion  makes  a l l 
t he  d i f f e r ence  i n  the  wor ld .

— Ray  Pr i t c ha rd

When  you  a r e  d i l i gen t  to  absorb  God ’s  Word  da i l y  by  r ead ing,  s tudy ing, 
and  med i ta t i ng,  god ly  r esponses  to  a l l  t he  c ha l l enges  o f  your  l i f e  w i l l 
become second  na tu r e .

— John  MacAr thur

As  we  fo l l ow  Chr i s t ,  we  a r e  to  mode l  ou r  l i ves 
a f t e r  H i s  — to  l ea r n  wha t  He  i s  l i ke  and  r e f l ec t 
mor e  and  mor e  o f  H im in  wha t  we  do  and  th ink .

— R i c hard  L .  Ganz

God ’s  Word  nour i shes  me ,  g i ves  me  cour age  to 
go  on .  … I t  i s  by  be ing  nour i shed  by  H i s  Word 
tha t  I  can  g i ve  ou t  to  o the r s .

— Nanc ie  Ca r m ic ha l

soundbites
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Grandpas in the 
Fields

It was just seven or eight years ago when I 
talked with my grandfather about his faith in 
Christ for the first time. My grandfather is a 
very funny and kind old man who always car-
ries around a bag full of anything you can think 

of: food, medicine, toothpaste, a Bible. That bag lacks 
nothing. As far as I know, he is the first evangelical 
Christian in my family and one of the first in his own 
town. 

Now, why is my grandfather’s testimony important 
to me or to anyone else? Well, my grandfather happens 
to live in El Cisne, one of the most, if not the most, 
catholic town in Ecuador. El Cisne is a little town with 
no more than a thousand people located on top of a 
mountain, and nobody would even notice it if it were 
not for La Virgen de el Cisne. 

It is not a secret. Inside of the town’s cathedral, 
placed on a very high stand and surrounded by pil-
lars of gold, sits the most worshiped Catholic idol in 
the entire country. They call her La Virgen de el Cisne 
(Cisne’s Virgin). For hundreds of years, people have 
been worshiping this idol, and through the years, La 

virgen de el Cisne has become the friend, healer, moth-
er, and god of most of the Catholic people in Ecuador. 

Cisne is the town where my grandfather grew 
up and where he still lives and openly testifies about 
Christ. When I asked him how he became a Christian, 
he told me that many years ago when he was still 
young, white people (missionaries) used to come to 
town. They usually came at night, bringing little books 
(New Testaments) with them. They gave these books 
away to the people whenever they could. However, 
back then the people in town were afraid to take these 
books because the priests had told them that the white 
people were gente mala (evil people) and a “good” 
Catholic should not take anything from them. 

During these times, just a few people had enough 
character and confidence to reach out their hand and 
take one of those little books. My grandfather was one 
of those people. He was afraid to read it at first, but 
God, little by little, started to work in my grandfa-
ther’s heart as he read more and more from this New 
Testament. Finally, after years of wrestling with the 
thought of salvation by grace alone and fighting against 
his unique cultural circumstances in that little town, 
my grandfather was reached by the grace of God. For 
his entire life he had been lost and dead. But, finally, 

I DOLS
ST I LL  STAND

BY DARWIN  PACCHA
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my grandfather was found and granted eternal life.
As I was growing up, I pondered many times 

about all those other grandfathers, young men, young 
women, children, and more who still need to hear that 
Jesus is the only way, the truth, and the life. As I pon-
dered, I always found myself facing the same question: 
Who, then, will go to tell those people about Christ? 
For years, I thought of Romans 10:14-15, “How then 
will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without some-
one preaching? And how are they to preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news.’” 

Interestingly enough, it was during the same years 
when I talked with my grandfather about his faith 
that God started to call me into the ministry. This 
calling became even more intense and clear during my 
years at Bible school (AFLBS). Finally, in His grace, 
God helped me to hear His answer to my much-pon-
dered question. The answer was quite simple really. 
The answer was “you.” 

For years I had been wondering and, at times, 
even complaining to God about the harvest being so 
plentiful and the workers so few that I could not hear 

Him calling me to go to the fields. But finally I did.
Many years have gone by since my grandfather 

came to Christ and the white people first went to his 
little town. Since then, much has been accomplished; 
however, the need is still great and the workers are 
still few. The idols still stand between pillars of gold 
and the people still bow down before them. As my wife 
and I prepare to go back to Ecuador to make disciples, 
God has been working in our hearts and reassuring 
us of two things. First, no matter where we go, there 
is nothing to fear because He has promised to be with 
us “even to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 
Second, He is calling us to go because back home, in 
Ecuador, there are many grandpas in the fields eagerly 
waiting for a little book. There is a town, which is wait-
ing to hear the gospel, not from an idol, but from the 
true God, and a nation, spiritually starving, waiting to 
hear the good news of Jesus Christ (Matthew 9:37).

Paccha, a second-year seminary student, is from 
Cuenca, Ecuador.  He hopes to return to Ecuador as a 
missionary when he graduates from AFLTS.
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P astor Brandt, how do I know if God is call-
ing me to be a pastor?”

It has been and is an honor for me to be 
asked that question. It’s exciting, sobering, 
and biblical. Great men of the Bible wres-

tled with the same question … Samuel, Gideon, Isaiah, 
and Timothy, to name a few. As God sought them, they 
sought after the counsel of God. God did not disappoint 
them. He will not disappoint us.

Can a congregation or pastor be used of God to 
assist in answering such a question? Yes. Not only can 
they, but they should. Is there any caution that should 
be heeded? Yes. It must be God, not man, who does 
the convincing. Keeping this in mind, in what ways 
can God use a congregation to help clarify His call to 
future pastors?

PRAY
In Matthew 9:38, Jesus said, “Therefore beseech 

the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into 
His harvest.” Jesus had already practiced what He 
preached. Remember, He went away and prayed all 
night before calling His disciples (Luke 6:12).

A congregation devoted to the will of God will pray 
specifically. It will unashamedly beg God. There is a 
need. A need only He can meet. A need that is dear 
to His heart. It is a need He has commanded us to 
beseech Him to meet. Congregations that obey this 
command are an indispensable connection in God’s 
calling process.

How? 
Make this undeniable must the church’s practice: 

Pastors and their congregations must make it a prior-
ity, not every now and then, but always. Pray like the 
church depends on it, because it does. The answer 
to such prayers is probably sitting right in the pews. 
When the church takes this mandate seriously, God 
listens and the men He is calling listen to Him!

EQUIP
Ephesians 4:11 clearly discloses that God is the 

One who calls pastors. Verse 12 also reveals that pas-
tors are to equip the saints. This equipping leads to 
service and spiritual maturity. In II Timothy 2:2, Paul 
instructs Timothy to entrust to such faithful men the 
precious truths of Christ. Equipping is for laymen and 
future pastors, alike. Not all who are equipped will 
become pastors. However, it is often in the equipping 
process that God clarifies His call to a future pastor.

God will effectively use an equipping congregation, 
led by an equipping pastor. There is no better train-
ing ground than the local congregation. Where truth 
is taught and opportunities to serve are provided, the 

Spirit convinces men of His will for their lives.
How? 
Mentor those sensing God’s call. Spend time with 

them discussing the inerrancy of God’s Word, His work 
in baptism and communion, the value of confirmation, 
and the importance of the local congregation. Take 
them with you on visitations; show them how you 
prepare a sermon or Bible lesson; help them under-
stand the necessity of administration; share with them 
effective biblical counseling tools; and, under your 
observation, provide opportunities for them to apply 
what they are being taught. This is God’s will. When it 
is followed, He reveals His will to those He is calling.

RECOGNIZE
In the early church, God’s people recognized 

those He was calling into ministry. In Acts 13:2-3, the 
church at Antioch committed themselves to prayer and 
fasting. Then the Holy Spirit revealed to them that 
Barnabas and Paul were to be set apart. Afterward, 
they laid their hands on them and sent them away.

In a similar way, God’s Spirit gives His church 
discernment today. The spiritual leadership of the 
local church is commissioned with this responsibil-
ity. Often it has been taken lightly. Sometimes the 
church has not considered it at all. However, when the 
spiritual leadership prayerfully follows the discerning 
promptings of the Holy Spirit, what happened in Acts 
15:22 comes to life, “… it seemed good to the apostles 
and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men 
from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas …”

Where should the church’s leadership begin? Start 
in the midst of your own congregation. Who should you 
seek to find? Heed God’s advice in I Samuel 16:7, “God 
sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward ap-
pearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” Note those 
who display the character of Christ: a servant attitude, 
loving husbands/fathers, a humble spirit, a pure heart, 
love for the lost, able to teach, free from addictions, 
and men with a good reputation. The local congrega-
tion is where future pastors will be revealed.

How?
Like the believers at Antioch, share with these 

men what God has revealed to you. Lay your hand of 
blessing upon them and send them. Send them with 
your prayer support, with your financial support, and 
with faithful ongoing encouragement.

What will happen when these ways are followed? 
Men will hear and answer God’s call. The harvest will 
be gathered. The local church will rejoice!

Pastor Brandt, who has served Abiding Savior Free 
Lutheran, Sioux Falls, S.D., has begun a mentoring 
ministry focusing on serving the needs of pastors.

BY  M ICHAEL  BRANDT
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Each year of my seminary studies, I waited 
in anticipation to hear the internship 
placements for my seminary classmates. It 
was an exciting time for them, as well as 
for me, because I knew my time was get-

ting closer. This excitement continued to grow as each 
intern returned and presented part of his internship 
experience to the underclassmen. 

To be honest, I was always more intrigued by the 
person rather than his presentation. The maturation 
process was evident in each one of them, and it was 
something that I longed for in myself. 

As a young man preparing for the ministry, I know 
that I have much to learn. I have really enjoyed my 
three years of in-class training as it is foundational for 
future ministry. Having said that, I also realized that I 
needed the practical ministry training that comes with 
an internship.

One great desire that I had leading up to this 
internship year was the constant mentorship of an 
experienced pastor. Another desire was to become 
more comfortable leading people in worship. But my 
greatest desire for my internship was spiritual growth, 
knowing that I still have many rough edges that need 
the refining work of the Holy Spirit. 

My wife and I have been greatly blessed to have 
been placed at St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church in 
Salinas, Calif., for my internship. It is a joy to serve 
a living congregation that loves Jesus and His Word. 
One has to look no further than their sanctuary 
— which has 56 flags from around the world represent-
ing the countries in which they have sent missionar-
ies or support missionaries — to see their passion for 
ministry. 

As my wife, Monica, and I look to our future, St. 
Ansgar’s has been a real gift of encouragement to us. 
Being a part of this congregation, even though for just 
a short time, has given me a real passion for the local 
congregation that I was lacking in the past. I have 
studied in theory the value of the congregation, but 
until now never fully realized its great potential within 
the body of Christ. 

My internship is only half complete, but I can 
already see how the Lord has answered my prayers 

and granted desires during this time. In His love, He 
continues to expose new areas of need, and by His 
faithfulness He grants grace, guidance and growth. 

I have also been very privileged to work under an 
experienced pastor who loves Jesus and shows this 
love brightly in his daily life. I appreciate very much 
being able to observe Pastor Herb Hoff and receive 
guidance in many areas of ministry. 

As I reflect on my second desire, I marvel at the 
wisdom of God. St. Ansgar’s is a more liturgical church 
than I am familiar with. I have really grown to ap-
preciate its liturgy for a variety of reasons. I appreci-
ate the liturgy mostly because it is grounded in God’s 
Word and joins the body of Christ together as a choir 
of voices praising God. On a practical level, the liturgy 
has also been very helpful for me as it has given me 
many opportunities to develop my presentation skills. 
I still have much to learn, but by God’s grace, I feel 
more comfortable leading the service now than I ever 
have before. 

My final desire is still a work in progress and will 
continue to be throughout the rest of my life. God has, 
in these past months, given me a great desire to share 
His Word, as well as a continuing love for people. God 
has also in this time continued to show me through 
His Word how much of a sinner I am and my great 
need for Him each day.  The Holy Spirit continues 
to impress upon my heart these gracious words: “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness” (II Corinthians 12:9). 

In just a few months I will be completing my semi-
nary education. Looking back, it has been a wonderful 
experience. I have seen the Lord change me and direct 
my steps in many ways. I value my in-class train-
ing very much as I was able to sit under the instruc-
tion of godly men who faithfully taught God’s Word. 
Reflecting on my internship experience, I can say that 
I am a firm believer of the necessity of the internship 
year. The internship for me has been a practical oppor-
tunity to grow and put into practice what I have been 
learning these past years. 

I praise God for His Great Faithfulness!

Coyle, who will graduate in May from AFLTS, is from 
Nicollet, Minn. He and his wife, Monica, have been ac-
cepted as AFLC missionary candidates.

BY  ANDY  COYLE
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We met at AFLBS in the fall of 1972. 
We both had older brothers who had 
attended and graduated from Bible 
school while we were in high school. 
In fact, all of our siblings are AFLBS 

alumni. Three of our four children have attended Bible 
school and number four is planning on attending in 
the fall. It has become kind of a tradition in our family 
— attending AFLBS. So what’s the attraction? What 
led us, all of our siblings and all of our kids, to go to 
Bible school?

It is unlikely that there is any one influence that 
was the deciding factor in each of these individual’s 
decisions to attend AFLBS. But there probably are 
several factors that contributed to every one of their 
decisions. We have identified a few that we think were 
important influences.

student interaction

Both of us had opportunities to interact with our 
older brothers’ Bible school friends through weekend 
visits, choir concerts, gospel teams, and the like. These 

Christian young people were fun 
to be with, and it was obvious 
they were having fun. These 

interactions were often in stark contrast to the world’s 
idea that fun and Christian activity did not occur 
together. The attractiveness of having fun with other 
Christians was likely an influence that made going to 
Bible school seem desirable. Our younger siblings and 
our kids had many of these same experiences through 
visits to the campus for alumni activities, concerts, 
and other events, as well as involvement with the Free 
Lutheran Youth activities.

lifelong friendships

The bonds formed with the friends we made at 
Bible school are stronger than those typically made 
with other individuals down through the years. Even 
though long periods of time may pass between oppor-
tunities to be together, those strong ties allow for the 
relationships to “pick up where they left off,” as if we 
were together all the time. 

We have certainly had friendships with other 
Christians throughout the years, but the closeness of 
these Bible school friendships is not something that 

BY  DAN  &  ELA INE  MUNDFROM

AFLBS
A TRAD IT ION
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was lost on our children. They could see the differences 
in these relationships. The closeness of these lifelong 
relationships, formed at Bible school, were likely 
another attraction that led our younger siblings and 
children to choose to attend Bible school, as well.

nature of aflbs

At the center of these fun interactions and the life-
long friendships is the very nature of what Bible school 
is — a venue for studying God’s Word and learning how 
to apply biblical principles to one’s life. Young people 
have been having fun with others and have met good 
friends and spouses at institutions of higher learning 
for years. It is not uncommon for siblings and children 
to attend the same schools that their older brothers, 
sisters, and/or parents attended. But there is some-
thing about Bible school that sets it apart from these 
other institutions and the experiences had there. And 
that something is the Bible, God’s Word, which was 
given to us to point us to Christ and to guide our walk 
with Christ throughout our lives. It may not always be 
an overt presence in these interactions and friendships, 
but it is there, nonetheless, and its presence is the 
foundation upon which these relationships are built.

Neither of us had parents who pushed any of their 
children to go to Bible school. Although we always 
talked positively with our kids regarding our Bible 
school experiences and encouraged them to consider 
going, there was never any pressure to attend. They 
always knew, as we did when we were young, that 
if they went to Bible school it was because they had 
made the decision to do so.

For us and our families, attending AFLBS has be-
come a tradition. But it is not a tradition that is void of 
any reason or logic, which may be the case with some 
traditions. It is a tradition based on relationships that 
are centered on God’s Word and its work in our lives; 
relationships with fellow students that last a lifetime; 
and relationships with our Lord that last for eternity. 
It is our prayer that other families may experience the 
Bible school tradition as we have.

The Mundfroms live in Greeley, Colo. Dan serves as the 
chairman for the AFLC Schools Board of Trustees.
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When people ask me what my job is 
like, I find myself telling them it’s 
about building relationships. As the 
women’s dorm head at the Association 
Free Lutheran Bible School (AFLBS) 

in Plymouth, Minn., I don’t have a typical 9 to 5 job. 
Instead, I’m on duty 24/7, having been given the re-
sponsibility of being a “den mother,” as someone once 
put it, to each of the 70 girls on campus.

Yes, there are plenty of administrative tasks. 
Many hours are filled keeping track of the girls’ late 
hours and honor points, keeping them responsible 
for abiding by curfew, conducting room checks, clean-
ing the guest rooms, doing laundry, posting notices, 
attending dorm staff meetings, preparing for Monday 
night devotions, and making sure the dorm is in order. 
But it’s the relationships that matter in the end.

Needless to say, each day poses unique situations, 
challenges and victories, many of which I am unable to 
plan for in advance. I imagine that in some ways being 
the resident head is like parenting; there is a fine line 
between being a friend and being an authority. Like 
parents, I am responsible for overseeing the spiritual, 
emotional and physical needs of these women whom 
God has placed under me. Believe me, it is a blessing 
to see the work that God is doing in their lives, and it 
is a humbling experience to be a used in that work.

The process through which God works is both chal-
lenging and exciting at the same time. It is challenging 
to make time for 70 women, all of whom have different 
work schedules and various needs. Being unable to 
reach each of them all the time, I have come to real-
ize that relational ministry takes a concerted effort by 
believers to effectively be the hands and feet of Christ. 

In the women’s dorm, we have been blessed by the 
help of three dorm assistants to share in the responsi-
bility of building personal relationships with the resi-
dents, as well as sharing in the various tasks that need 
to be done. I appreciate the DAs very much, and I don’t 
think that the dorm would run near as well without 
them. Not only are they my eyes and ears when I can’t 
be there, they also take on the task of leading small 
group devotions, another key to building relationships.

We have also included the help of other believers 
by establishing a mentorship program in which we 
pair current students with former AFLBS students 
to encourage accountability and promote spiritual 
growth. At first this seemed to be a daunting task. It 
was difficult to pick which students should go with 
which mentor. I tried to match the groups based on 

interests and personality. This wasn’t the easiest be-
cause I didn’t personally know each woman involved, 
but it still proved to be a blessing. God was faithful 
throughout this process.

When we had our mentorship kickoff in early 
October, I received positive feedback from girls who 
were excited and surprised when they found out who 
their mentors were. This was such an encouragement 
to me, and it was a definite sign of God’s grace and 
work. 

I was blessed to have God work in me through my 
relationship with my mentor, and it has been hum-
bling and encouraging seeing how He is using me as 
a mentor now, too. The young woman I meet with 
has been evidencing growth as we meet each week. I 
have also been growing by seeing her faith. It shows 
how true Proverbs 27:17 is, “As iron sharpens iron, so 
one man sharpens another man.” Much of the time at 
AFLBS is spent in the classroom studying the Word 
of God, but this is lived out on a practical level as the 
students interact, fellowship with and encourage one 
another as they grow spiritually.

Ultimately, the main task that I have been faced 
with (and the one I am still learning), is the impor-
tance of building relationships with the students. I 
could go all year performing the necessary tasks to 
keep the dorm running. But I would fail to fulfill the 
purpose for which the Lord called me to this position in 
the first place if I neglected to actually get to know the 
students. I can only do this by interacting with them, 
by asking them questions like: How are you growing in 
your personal relationship with Jesus? What are your 
weaknesses and how I can pray with or for you? How 
are you being challenged in you classes? How is your 
relationship going with your roommates and others?

As I have shared with the girls at devotions, it is 
easy to get caught up in the act of doing something 
without thinking about why you are doing it. I have 
challenged the girls in the dorm to not just view their 
homework as an assignment, but to consider it an 
opportunity to sit at the feet of our Lord and Savior. 
What an awesome privilege it is to study God’s Word. 
Similarly, I have been challenged to look at my job as 
the women’s resident head not just as a job, but rather 
as an opportunity to be a mentor and friend to fellow 
sisters in Christ. It is for this that I believe God has 
called me to this ministry. I am thankful and honored 
that God has chosen me for it, and He has blessed me 
greatly by allowing me to see Him work in the lives of 
these women.

Jacobi, from Calamus, Iowa, graduated in 2004 from 
AFLBS. This is her first year as women’s resident head.

BY  COURTNEY  JACOB I
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AFLBS JUNIORS

Bible Orientation/John
•Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Je r r y  Moan

How to Study Your  Bible 
(A r thur )  $9
Encour ages  per sona l 
B ib le  s tudy  and 
he lps  the  r eader 
es tab l i sh  bas i c  s tep -
by -s tep  s tudy  sk i l l s 
i n  obser v a t ion , 
i n te r p r e ta t i on ,  and 
app l i ca t i on . 

Nelson’ s  Complete Book 
of  Bible  Maps & Char ts 

$14 .95

Bible Doctrine I
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Ph i l  Haugen

I  Know in  Whom I  Bel ieve
(Wis lø f f )  $3 .50

The Knowledge of  the Holy 
(Tozer )  $12 .95

BOOKS
ON CAMPUS

H ave you  e ve r  though t  abou t  d igg ing  i n to  an  i n -
dep th  s tudy  on  Hebr e ws  bu t  j us t  d idn’ t  know 
wher e  to  s ta r t?  Do  you  e ve r  wonder  wha t 

r esour ces  teacher s  a t  the  Assoc ia t i on  Fr ee  Lu the r an 
B ib le  Schoo l  and  Sem inar y  use  i n  the  c l ass r oom? Her e 
fo r  your  use  i s  a  b r i e f  r e v i e w  o f  the  books  o f f e r ed  by 
Par i sh  Educa t ion ,  wh i c h  a r e  used  i n  bo th  j un io r  and 
sen io r  AFLBS  c l asses ,  as  we l l  as  the  sem inar y.

Fo r  mor e  i n fo r mat ion  on  these  r esour ces ,  con tac t 
Par i sh  Educa t ion  a t  (763)  545-5631 o r  e -ma i l  
pa r i shed@af l c .o r g.

Hebrews/James
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Je r r y  Moan

People’ s  Bible  Commentar y:  Hebrews 
(Lauer sdor f )  $11 .05

Principles of Congregational Life
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  T im  Sk r ams tad

Standing Fast  in  Freedom
Summar i zes  the 
h i s to r y,  o r gan i za t i on , 
and  p r inc ip l es  o f  t he 
Assoc ia t i on  o f  Fr ee 
Lu the r an  Congr ega t ions 
i n  a  27-page  book le t .  $1

Free and L i v ing 
Congregat ions  $20

Genesis
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Pe te r  Fr anz

Nelson’ s  Complete Book of  Bible  Maps and 
Char ts  $14 .95
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Bible Doctrine II
• Taugh t  by  Dr.  Fr anc i s  Monse th

I  Know in  Whom I 
Bel ieve 

(Wi s lø f f )  $3 .50
Teaches  bas i c  B ib le 
doc t r i ne  th r ough 
sec t i ons  on  “T he 
Founda t ion  o f  Fa i th” 
and  “T he  Con ten ts 
o f  Fa i th , ”  i nc lud ing 
wha t  the  B ib le  says 
concer n ing  God ,  man , 
Jesus ,  sa l v a t i on ,  the 
Means  o f  G r ace  and 
the  congr ega t ion ,  and  l as t  th ings. 

The Bel iever  Free f rom the Law 
(Rosen ius)  $5

Bibl ica l  Bapt ism 
(Me lby)  $2

Early Church History
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Rober t  Lee

Church Histor y  in 
Pla in  Language 

(She l l ey )  $19 .95
Pr esen ts  i n  one 
vo lume an  ove r v i e w 
o f  the  h i s to r y 
o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y 
i n  a  c l ea r  and 
engag ing  na r r a t i ve 
manner,  focus ing 
on  key  e ven ts 
and  per sona l i t i es 
tha t  have  shaped 
Chr i s t i an i t y.  Upda ted  to  i nc lude  cu r r en t 
c hap te r s  cove r ing  the  1980s  and  1990s. 

Pastoral Letters
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Joe l  Ro l f

People’ s  Bible  Commentar y:  
I  &  I I  T imothy,  T i tus 

(Schue tze)  $11 .90

People’ s  Bible  Commentar y:  
I  &  I I  Thessalonians 

(Kuske)  $10 .20

SEMINARY

Poetical Books
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Je r r y  Ho lmaas

Reading the Psalms with Luther  $13 .50

An Introduct ion to the Old Testament  Poet ica l 
Books  $33 .95

Soteriology
• Taugh t  by  Dr.  Fr anc i s  Monse th

Chr ist ian Dogmatics 
(Mue l l e r )  $28
Pr esen ts  doc t r i na l 
t heo logy  based  on 
Fr anc i s  P ieper ’ s 
“Chr i s t l i c he  Dogmat i k” 
i n  a  c l ea r,  conc i se , 
comp le te ,  and  p r ac t i ca l 
manner  fo r  theo logy 
s tuden ts .

The Lord’ s  Supper 
(Chemn i t z )  $29 .75

Lutheranism in America
• Taugh t  by  Pas to r  Rober t  Lee

The Lutherans in 
Nor th America 

(Ne l son)  $38
G i ves  a  sense  o f  
he r i t age ,  i den t i t y, 
con t i nu i t y,  and 
under s tand ing  fo r 
today ’ s  Lu the r ans  as 
r eader s  i den t i f y  w i th 
s t r ugg les ,  hopes , 
and  f r us t r a t i ons  o f  
wave  a f te r  wave  o f  
immig r an ts  adap t i ng 
to  the  s t r ange  ne w 
wor ld  o f  Amer i ca 
and  a t  the  same t ime  t r y i ng  to  p r ese r ve  a l l  t hey 
had  known  and  loved  and  b r ough t  w i th  them f r om 
the  home land .

Lutheran Symbolics
• Taugh t  by  Dr.  Fr anc i s  Monse th

Luther’ s  Smal l  Catechism and Explanat ion $10

The Book of  Concord (Tapper t )  $27
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BY  PASTOR ARL IN  OLSON

We have had it good in North America for 
a long time. We have been able to enjoy a 
lifestyle that two thirds of the world’s pop-
ulation can only dream about. While there 
is great potential for doing good things, 

which comes with the wealth we have, there are also some 
real dangers. 

For the Christian Church and for Christian individuals, 
wealth presents a potential danger of skewing our under-
standing of Scripture and luring our hearts away from a 
wholehearted devotion to Christ. We may begin to think 
that lacking material prosperity is an indication of a lack 
of faith or faithfulness. Or we may have a work ethic that 
says, “If somebody isn’t prospering, they obviously need 
to work harder,” and be unsympathetic with those in real 
need. There are even those who would say God wants us to 
be wealthy, to have nice things, that having wealth to enjoy 
is part and parcel of being in the kingdom of God.

We have a Father who has promised to provide for our 
needs. He asks us to trust Him for that. Yes, He has en-
trusted some Christians with wealth — they are to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, liberal and generous. It is likely, 
however, that these Christians were as much in the minor-
ity in the early Church as they are today.

In Revelation 2-3, Jesus had a reproach for all but two 

of the seven churches. One was the church of Philadelphia. 
Jesus said of them, “You have but little power, yet you have 
kept my word” (3:8).

The other was the church of Smyrna. Christian author 
William Barclay writes that the city of Smyrna was one of 
the wealthiest at that time. Yet we find in Revelation that 
its Christians were poor to the point of destitution. To them 
Jesus said, “I know your affliction and your poverty — yet 
you are rich” (2:9).

Jesus had no reproach for this struggling group of 
Christians. He only encouraged them, even saying, “… yet 
you are rich”

How different from those who equate faith with wealth. 
Apparently Jesus does not think that the Father’s repu-
tation stands or falls on the presence of material wealth 
among His children. Rather, we are called to be faithful 
whatever our God-given lot. Then the Father is glorified. 
This is not really so surprising if we consider that we are 
disciples of the One who had “no place to lay His head” 
(Matthew 8:20), and yet, in Him God is glorified (John 
13:31).

Olson is a pastor with the AFLC-Canada and is currently 
on loan to the World Mission Prayer League.

&Wealthy wise
the congregation



TOP LEFT:  Ca l v a r y  Fr ee  Lu the r an  member s  Pas to r  A l  Monson , 
Ber t  P ie r son  and  V in t  B r u f l a t  f i l l  up  a  whee lba r r ow  w i th  con-
c r e te  to  f i n i sh  the  f i na l  sec t i on  o f  t he  ne w  f l oo r.

TOP R IGHT:  Haro ld  Lee  w ie lds  a  moto r i zed  t r owe l  to  smooth ly 
f i n i sh  the  ne w ly  l a id  f l oo r.

M IDDLE  LEFT:  Lavon  Boh l i ng,  FLAPS  d i r ec to r,  and  Home 
M iss ions  Commi t tee  member s  Wi l l i s  Ke t te lhu t  and  E ldwyn  Van 
Br uggen  p r epar e  the  d i r t  f l oo r  by  l e ve l i ng  i t .

BOTTOM LEFT:  Pas to r  Geor g  Mar s te l l e r  ( top  r i gh t )  t eaches 
Eng l i sh  as  a  Second  Language  c l ass  i n  the  aux i l i a r y  a r ea  o f  
t he  Mesa  c hur ch  wher e  the  f l oo r  was  r ep laced .
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Work crew lays concrete floor in Mesa

B uilder’s Fellowship organized a work week at 
Calvary Free Lutheran, Mesa, Ariz., Nov. 5-10, 
2007. The project focused on replacing a wood 

floor and foundation in the church’s auxiliary building. 
In its place they poured a concrete floor.

“The outside sills were supported by 12” x 12” 
timbers rather than a concrete foundation,” said Lavon 
Bohling, director of FLAPS. “These timbers were badly 
deteriorated and needed to be removed.”

The concrete floor was poured in three sections with 
the help of a pumping unit donated by a local business-
man. In addition to the floor, a concrete pad was poured 
outside the west doorway and the approach to the adja-
cent food pantry.

The auxiliary building is used by the congregation 
for several outreach ministries, including a food pantry 
and English as a Second Language classes for the com-
munity.

AFLC ’s  Bu i l de r ’ s  Fe l l owsh ip  o r gan i zes 
p r o jec t  to  he lp  ou t r each  p r ogr ams
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AFLC schools host Christmas concert weekend

TOP LEFT:  Member s  o f  t he  Sem inar y  Chor us  began  the  annua l  campus  Chr i s tmas  concer t s  on  December 
8 -9 .  TOP R IGHT:  T he  AFLBS  Cho i r  s i ngs  “G lo r i a”  i n  La t i n .  ABOVE :  T he  AFLBS  Women’s  Chor a le ,  w i th  24 
member s ,  i s  d i r ec ted  by  Je r r y  Ne l son .



Alumnus joins Wycliffe

S te ve  and  G lenda  K v a le  and  the i r  c h i l d r en , 
J ason ,  Ne l i ana ,  and  Lenaya ,  shar e  dur ing  the 
M iss ions  Con fe r ence  on  Feb.  8 .

N
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AFLBS plans 40th 
anniversary program
Mark your calendars for March 15

Steve and Glenda Kvale were commissioned as pre-field 
missionaries on Oct. 14, 2007, at Christ the King Free 
Lutheran, Pipestone, Minn. The Kvales have been 

accepted as a computer missionary team with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. Pastor Richard Sliper officiated the service, 
while Pastor Phil Haugen, AFLC schools faculty member, 
brought the message.

The Kvales hope to be ready for mission work by 
October. Glenda, who is a 1987 graduate of AFLBS, grew up 
attending Faith Free Lutheran, Minneapolis.

The Kvales continue to share as a family with various 
churches. Those interested in having the Kvales share about 
their ministry, please e-mail Steven_Kvale@sil.org.

Plans are being made for a special 
gathering of AFLBS alumni on 
March 15 to celebrate 40 years of 

graduates. Festivities will begin after 
the alumni basketball tournament, 
which has been scheduled to coincide 
with the event. The Bible school is cel-
ebrating 40 years since the first class 
graduated in 1968, and the hope is 
that all classes since then will want to 
reunite at this special occasion.

The evening will begin with punch 
and fellowship at 5 p.m. Dinner will be 
served at 5:30 in Heritage Hall caf-
eteria. Special entertainment will be 
provided at the dinner by some tal-
ented alumni and faculty. The evening 
service will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will 
feature members from the first class as 
well as two former Ambassador teams, 
the current AFLBS choir and instru-
mental ensemble, testimonies and 
warm fellowship. The program will con-
clude early enough so that individual 
classes will have time to gather.

Mark your calendar, contact your 
classmates and plan to be back at 
Medicine Lake in March. For more in-
formation, please call the AFLBS office 
at (763) 544-9501 or e-mail aflbs@aflc.
org. Information will also be posted as 
it is available on the AFLBS Web site 
at www.flbs.org. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

AFLBS s tudents  r e tur ned to 
campus and began a  shor t -
ened schedu le  o f  c lasses  on 
Jan .  3 .  Bes ides  the  annua l 
M iss ions  Con fer ence  ( Jan .  6-
10) ,  jun ior  s tudents  ar e  a lso 
r equ i r ed  to  take  Evange l i sm 
and D isc ip lesh ip,  taught 
by  Pas tor  J im Rasmussen 
( r igh t ) .  Sen ior  s tudents  took 
an  e lec t i ve  c lass,  B ib l i ca l 
Wor ldv iew ( top,  s tudents 
shar e  the i r  thoughts  on  cur-
r en t  ph i losoph ies) ,  taught  by 
Pas tor  Jason Ho l t .

Couple commissioned in Pipestone, MN, church



BY JESSE  LONG
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God is at work in Tanzania, and it is a blessing 
to be a part of it. You, too, are an indispens-
able part of mission work here and around 
the world through your faithful prayers and 
support. Allow me to encourage you with a 

few examples of how God is at work and answering your 
prayers in East Africa.

II Timothy 2:2 expresses a key principle with regards 
to God’s work in any culture — that of multiplication ver-
sus addition. It says, “And the things that you have heard 
from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also” (emphasis mine). 
Without a doubt seeing this principle demonstrated each 
and every day has made teaching here at Waama Bible 
College so exciting for Ben Jore and me over the past year 
and a half.

We are also blessed to see the principle of multiplica-
tion at work as we have the privilege almost every week-
end of participating in various village outreach events. 
Recently, during one such weekend, we visited an area 
where mission work is still quite new. As we commonly do, 
we had brought a number of Bibles for the local evange-
lists to distribute free of charge to new Christians or those 
who would otherwise not be able to acquire a Bible of their 
own. Little did we know that as we made that presentation 
a young man was present who had committed his life to 
Christ only four days prior. 

Since the day of his conversion, this young man had 
been asking the evangelist how he could get a Bible of his 
own. What a blessing to be able to put a Bible in the hands 
of such a spiritually hungry new believer and see his faith 
strengthened as God used us to answer one of his very first 
prayers as a new Christian — the prayer for a Bible. Only 
eternity will fully reveal how God will use even that one 

man to multiply His work in this part of the world!
Please continue to pray not only for Ben and me, but 

for the many Tanzanian Christians who God is also using 
to spread the gospel here.

Long, a member of Atonement Free Lutheran, Arlington, 
Wash., is a short-term missionary with the AFLC serving in 
Tanzania.

TOP:  Jesse  Long  and  Ben  Jo r e  exchange  g i f t s  w i th 
Ch r i s t i ans  i n  a  v i l l a ge  c hur ch .
BOTTOM:  Jesse  Long  ( l e f t )  and  Ben  Jo r e  h i ke  up 
Moun t  Guam jus t  ou ts ide  Mbu lu ,  Tanzan ia .

PART
Our

world missions
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F orty years ago this September I arrived on 
the campus of AFLBS for the beginning of the 
school year. This was the school’s third year 
of existence. The one dormitory (which is now 
the girls’ dorm) was not quite finished, so the 

girls stayed in the basement of what is now the chapel on 
campus. We slept in what was later the choir room and is 
now a study room or storeroom. 

It was definitely an adventure and a great way to get 
to know your neighbors. 

About a month after school began, the girls made 
the trek up the hill with their belongings and moved into 
their newly completed dorm rooms.

Hundreds of young women have lived in that dorm 
since those first days. Sometimes it has been so full they 
could not have squeezed one more person in the dorm. 
Obviously all of those people have brought wear and tear 
to many things. Carpeting wears out, beds break, paint-
ing needs to be redone, doors need to be refinished, and 
security needs to be updated. All of this is normal main-
tenance in a school dormitory.

The blessings of attending Bible school are great. 
The blessings of a warm place to sleep, study, and fel-
lowship together are wonderful. The blessings of friend-
ships made are beautiful. God has blessed me with 
friends from Bible school who are life-long friends. And, 
of course, the blessing of meeting my husband at Bible 
school is best of all!

The Lord has blessed our schools with wonderful 
teachers, deans, dormitory heads, maintenance people, 

and 
stu-
dents. 
We must be 
thankful for the 
Board of Trustees, 
whose responsibil-
ity it is to oversee 
the functioning of 
the schools. Most 
of all we must be 
thankful that the 
Word of God is 
taught in its truth 
and purity. 

With the blessings of the buildings God has provided 
through the gifts of so many people comes responsibility 
for upkeep. The National WMF of the AFLC is happy to 
be helping out with the refurbishing of the girls’ dormi-
tory this year. Gifts designated to this project will go 
directly to those expenses. 

When it is your turn to support this project, won’t 
you dig deeply into your pockets to help with this? God 
has blessed many people through our Bible school. Let us 
help make it an attractive place for girls to come and be 
blessed as they study the Word of God.

Mundfrom, a member of Spencer Creek Lutheran, 
Eugene, Ore., is the president of the Women’s Missionary 
Federation.

BY LOR ILEE  MUNDFROM

DORMBlessings

LEFT:  T he  AFLBS  women’s 
dor m has  been  home to  
hundr eds  o f  s tuden ts .
R IGHT:  A  g r ound  b r eak ing  
fo r  the  f i r s t  do r m was  he ld  
i n  Mar ch  1968 .

women’s missionary federation
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AFLC BENEVOLENCES Jan.  1-  Dec.  31,  2007

FUND
TOTAL 

(Subsidy)
REC’D 

IN DEC.
TOTAL REC’D 

TO DATE
% 

TOTAL

Gener a l  Fund $361 ,225 $40 ,314 $391 ,985 109

You th  M in i s t r i es 73 ,114 15 ,615 76 ,837 105

Ev ange l i sm 108 ,236 17 ,091 120 ,090 111

Par i sh  Educa t ion 107 ,052 23 ,990 120 ,120 112

Seminar y 216 ,097 27 ,940 222 ,739 103

B ib le  Schoo l 343 ,545 43 ,560 366 ,446 107

Home M iss ions 316 ,413 53 ,801 339 ,922 107

Wor ld  M iss ions 287 ,808 59 ,184 301 ,596 105

Per sona l  Suppor t 407 ,198 49 ,820 492 ,671 121

TOTALS $2 ,220 ,688 $285 ,755 $2 ,432 ,406 110

TOTALS  2006 $1 ,994 ,798 $327 ,910 $2 ,169 ,030 109

Goa l  100%
T hese  a r e  the  Annua l  Con fe r ence-approved  budge ts  bu t  do  no t  r e f l ec t  a l l  t he 
f i nanc ia l  needs  o f  t he  depar tmen ts .  Con tac t  the  i nd i v idua l  depar tmen ts  fo r 
f u r the r  i n fo r mat ion .
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FLAPS
Robert A. Olson 

Home Miss ions
Myron Smedshammer
Lizzie Kjersten
Ralph Jort
Karen Tweed
Vardon Quanbeck

Mir iam Infant  Home
Thordis Thomassen 

Par ish Educat ion
Pastor Ernest & Hazel 

Langness

Vis ion
Pastor Ernest & Hazel 

Langness 

WMF
Agnes Haakenson

Marshall Likness
Cody Anderson
Wor ld Miss ions
Lloyd Haas
Ina Ness
Pastor Milo Gudim
Myron Smedshammer
Dianne Osmanski
Milton Heins
Lizzie Kjersten
Ed & Mildred 

Mathison
Knute & Gerda 

Knutson
Frances Kjelland

... in honor of
Wor ld Miss ions
Edith Gudim

December memorials

The fifth annual Pastors Brandt Legacy of Faith banquet will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 8 at Abiding Savior Free Lutheran, 
4100 S. Bahnson Ave., Sioux Falls, S.D. The featured guest 

is Pastor Steve Snipstead, Kalispell, Mont. 
Pastor Snipstead serves Faith Free Lutheran Church, which 

has entered a partnership agreement with Shepherding the 
Shepherds, a new ministry started by Pastor Michael Brandt. 
Pastor Snipstead will share how this relationship is being used 
to impact the legacy of faith Christ is imprinting on the Flathead 
Valley. 

Tickets for the banquet are available at Abiding Savior. Please 
call (605) 371-3800 for reservations.

The interest of moneys invested in the AFLC’s Legacy 
Foundation is applied yearly to ongoing and new AFLC ministries 
to further the proclamation of the gospel of Christ. Contact Mark 
Sivertson at (605)-335-3511 for additional information regarding 
the Legacy Foundation.

Legacy of Faith banquet benefits ministries

PEOPLE AND PLACES

The theme for the 2008 Annual 
Conference, scheduled for June 10-13 in 
Oklahoma City, Okla., is “From Him, Through 
Him, To Him,” based on Romans 11:36.

The theme for the 2009 FLY Convention, 
scheduled for July 6-11 in Estes Park, Colo., is 
“Firmly Planted,” based on Psalm 1:1-3.

Mike Hussey, a 2004 graduate of AFLBS, 
has been hired as a part-time youth worker 
at Sunnyside Free Lutheran, Stacy Minn. 
He began his work on Jan. 9. Originally from 
Minot, N.D., Hussey recently graduated from 
Northwestern College, St. Paul, with a degree 
in youth ministry.

The Association Retreat Center, Osceola, Wis., will host sev-
eral AFLC retreats this winter under the theme: “God’s Plan of 
Salvation (Ephesians 2:4-5). 

The Couples Retreat will be Feb. 15-16, with Pastor Lyndon 
and Linda Korhonen leading. The cost is $125 per couple, with an 
option of staying Saturday night and breakfast on Sunday for an 
additional $30.

The Women’s Retreat will be March 28-30, with Vicki Tiede 
leading under the theme, “Grace Lessons.” The cost is $80.

The Men’s Retreat will be April 18-19 with Pastor Jim Ritter 
leading under the theme, “Every Man Needs a Life.” The cost is 
$65 with the option of staying Sunday night and breakfast for an 
additional $20.

For more information on the retreats listed above and other 
retreats, call (800) 294-2877 or visit the ARC’s Web site at www.
arc-aflc.org.

More ARC retreats planned for winter/spring

In November 2007, Pastor John and Ruby 
Abel traveled to Washington, D.C., as part 
of a World War II Veterans Honor Flight. 

The purpose of the trip was to honor World 
War II veterans and give them a chance to see 
the World War II Memorial and other sights 
in the Washington, D.C., area. During the trip 
Pastor Abel was asked to give the invocation at 
a banquet.

The Abels are returning to Brazil this win-
ter for a visit, where they will hold tent evange-
lism meetings. The Abels served for many years 
as AFLC missionaries to Brazil.

Former missionaries to Brazil 
participate in WWII event
Abels return to Brazil for evangelism meetings



My parents liked to visit. Often on weekend 
afternoons we would go to friends’ homes. It 
didn’t have to be a special occasion. A spe-
cific reason didn’t have to exist. My parents 
just wanted to visit their friends to see how 

they were doing.
My mom would occasionally visit some of the elderly 

from church and take me along. Those visits up 38th Street 
were good training for being a pastor.

We’d visit a lady who had become my adopted grand-
mother: Grandma Bertha. Often 
she’d have lefse or other treats. I 
learned that visiting can be pretty 
enjoyable. In later years her hearing 
got worse and my mom taught me 
that sometimes you need to speak up 
when visiting. 

Ole and Petra lived next door. 
He’d give me a quarter when I’d 
come over and an apple from the tree 
in the fall. Some people are very ap-

preciative of simple personal contact.
Suzanne lived on the other side of Grandma Bertha. 

Her house was full of a lot of delicate and fragile keep-
sakes. It wasn’t what you’d call “little-boy friendly.” My 
mom would have books and toys along for me to play with. 
She’d remind me not to touch anything and she promised 
we wouldn’t be there long. Even if going there with a little 
boy along made her a bit nervous, my mom knew it was 
important to take time to say hi.

My mom treated these people as valuable and worthy 
of respect. She saw them as interesting. Their stories were 
worth listening to and it was good to spend time with them.

People don’t visit much anymore. Our society is so 
busy it can be hard sometimes to make contact with oth-
ers. Once on seminary internship I was going to visit some 
shut-ins. I called four of them and didn’t find one of them 
at home.

If you do talk with somebody and say you want to visit, 
it’s very possible they’ll wonder why. They’re liable to think 
something is going on, something is wrong or maybe you 
want something. That’s sad. Seeing how your brother or 
sister in Christ is doing, listening and sharing and build-

ing each other up should be an ongoing part of life in the 
congregation.

Some time after their first missionary journey Paul 
said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the brothers in 
all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and 
see how they are doing” (Acts 15:36, NIV). This led to their 
second missionary journey. It started out as nothing more 
complicated than visiting, and then God used it in spread-
ing His Word and planting new congregations.

The work of our Association Free Lutheran Bible 
School and Seminary is to train those who will lead and 

serve our congregations in the future. Part of that train-
ing ought to be in relating to people. Those who have their 
heads full of knowledge of the Scripture but are terrible at 
relating to people are going to have limited effectiveness as 
servants of Christ. 

I knew a pastor in another church body who had 
received good biblical education. He knew what the Word 
said. But soon after he began serving as a pastor somebody 
in his congregation died. He hadn’t been around grieving 
people much and he felt like he didn’t have a clue what to 
do. It would have been good if his education had included 
some training in how to relate to people, carry on a conver-
sation and listen to others.

Internships are a valuable part of the seminary train-
ing experience. Some things are best learned on-the-job. 
The best teacher in this area, and all areas, is the Lord. 
The Gospels provide many examples of how Jesus is the 
Master at interacting with others. It is clear He enjoyed 
spending time with people and made it a major part of 
His ministry. When we have a relationship with Christ by 
faith, then we can find wisdom to help us as we relate to 
others.
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BY PASTOR R ICH  CARR

If you heard on the news that a horrible new germ 
had been discovered that caused blindness, pa-
ralysis, brain damage, and eventually death, what 
would you do? You no doubt would take all the 
necessary steps to avoid this germ, and, if infected, 

you would immediately seek healing. What is sad is that 
there is such a problem in our culture today, and few are 
doing anything to combat it!

This problem once mostly attacked men and boys, but 
now the quickest-growing population group infected by 
this ailment is young girls. What is this infection you may 
ask? It’s pornography. 

Pornography leads to a blindness of reality, a pa-
ralysis of normal healthy relationships, actual chemical 
dependency from hormones released when viewing porn, 
and death of healthy relationships, as well as a literal 
death and separation from God in hell because of unre-
pentant sin.

Unfortunately, it seems that viewing porn has becom-
ing a rite of passage for many boys. But those boys grow 
up and become men who have never really dealt with 
their sins and the effects of their sins. If left unchecked 
and not dealt with, men never fully overcome their expo-
sure to porn and lead a weak, ineffectual life. 

I believe one reason many men have not stepped up 
and become spiritual leaders at home and in the church is 
the result of sexual sins that started with the viewing of 
porn. It is possible to overcome these effects and be fully 
healed, yet for many men the stronghold established in 
their secret lives is too powerful to be overcome on their 
own.

For those men who are married, their partner should 
ask them about their purity. Wives should periodically 
ask their husbands if they have been pure in what they 

have looked at and thought about. When sin is confessed, 
wives and husbands should not attack each other, but 
the sin. Come together as one flesh and wage war against 
sexual sins (as well as any other sins). 

Single men, you need to have accountability partners 
to ask you the same questions. 

Boys and girls living at home need parents who will 
lovingly and firmly ask questions and dig into their child’s 
personal life to see if there are struggles that need to be 
dealt with.

Make sure that all Internet connections in your home 
are filtered to keep bad stuff away. Most of us will be 
weak at some point in our walk, and we need to put as 
many barriers between us and porn as possible. Also, 
families should decide what television shows are ap-
propriate and block any shows that fail to meet moral 
standards. Don’t allow yourself or your family to stumble 
at a time of weakness. We should strive to be proactive 
instead of just waiting for the next attack from the enemy 
concerning sexual sin. Fill your minds with Scripture and 
spiritual songs.

I recommend reading “Every Man’s Battle,” by 
Stephen Arterburn, Fred Stoeker and Mike Yorkey. 
“Healing the Wounds of Sexual Addiction,” by Mark 
Laaser, is another good book. There are also differ-
ent purity conferences that can help give you a jump 
start. Pornography’s reach is only getting worse, and as 
Christians we are under attack more than just 10 years 
ago. The question that remains is, do you care enough 
about yourself, son, grandchild, or daughter to make a dif-
ference, or do you want the snake of pornography to wrap 
itself tighter around you or your loved ones?

Carr serves Christ Community Church, Hagerstown, Md.
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